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To whom it may concern,  

I am 60 years old. I have been a farmer for most of my life and my family have been farming in the Parkes area for 

over 120 years. I live on the farm with my wife and 4 children. We work/run a property of approx. 20,000 acres in 

the Central West of NSW. I have had a passion for agriculture for all of my life; I love it! I love my job, I love the 

land. I love the relationship with the soils on our land that if I look after it, it will look after me.  

I am very fortunate because all my family share the same passion as I and they all want the same for their children 

and all our future generations. We take great pride in what we do in producing grain, wool and meat to feed our 

great nation Australia. Our grain is sold both locally and overseas. Most of the Wheat and Canola that we grow is 

containerised locally and sent all over the world. All the legumes we produce are exported overseas directly from 

the paddock where it is produced. We are proud that we have been nominated and won Central West 

Conservation Farmers of the Year on 2 separate occasions. We are well known for the quality of sheep and cattle 

that we breed as a family concern. We consider ourselves very lucky to have grown up and live in the area 

surrounding Parkes and the Central West of NSW.  

I do not agree on so many levels with the Energy from Waste proposal Incinerator being built at Parkes or 

anywhere else in the country. The issue of the toxic and carcogenic fumes are a major health concern. With smoke 

residue and the toxic and carcogenic ash. No one can share or explain what is the plan for this toxic waste. We 

questioned the Parkes Shire Council Mayor on this topic at a recent information night at Parkes Leagues Club and 

he could not tell us what the proposed plan was with the ash. He could however tell us how much money the 

Parkes Shire Council would receive annually, I don’t think that is what the people of Parkes Shire at concerned 

about.  

More of our concerns are, the waste storage depots in Sydney and probably the eastern sea board when this gets 

going.  

• The Biosecurity Issues if anyone has anything they don’t want, they put it in the rubbish. Out of sight, out of 

mind and it will all come to one area Parkes.  

• The Vermin that will build up in these depots around the country and then get transported to one area to 

another depot in Parkes.  

I feel that this is more than only Parkes Shire’s concern as it will concern all of NSW. When we have bushfires in the 

North of the state in the Piliga scrub, Narrabri or if we have bushfires in south Victoria or bushfires in the Blue 

Mountains – all of NSW can have smoke for weeks at a time when the fires are burning and after. So, it will affect 

all of NSW.  

The ash with no real proposal what so ever coming forward is a major concern. In the drought, it was reported 

that dust from Australia, was landing in New Zealand.  

Insects can hop on air fronts and travel from one side of the country to the other. We see it all the time at certain 

times of the year with insects in legumes and canola from Western Australia – what is stopping toxic fumes from 

doing the same from going overseas. I feel this would have a major impact on all the grains, meat and livestock 

that we grow and produce making the viability of some of the best farmers in the world questionable.  

Like I said to the Mayor Neil Westcott at the information night; he might think he will be known as the major that 

put Parkes on the map – BUT, he will be known as the man that destroyed the Central West of NSW.  

We have pending lawsuits all over the country from mines with contamination issues. I was only talking to a lady 

today who said there was red dust issues on their properties around mining leases. These red dust particles were 

tested and come back with lead, zinc, copper residues and the mining companies were encouraging water filters 

on their land holdings.  

I am confident that the Parkes Energy from Waste will promote similar issues.  

Thank You for your consideration from all my grandkids!  


