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Purpose of submission: 

This submission is provided to the Parliamentary Inquiry into the proposed Parkes 
Energy-from-Waste (EfW) facilities in Regional New South Wales.  

 

1 - Equality 

The 2021 decision by the NSW Government to ban Energy-from-Waste incineration in Sydney, the 
Central Coast, and Hunter, while allowing it in four regional zones, including Parkes, creates an 
inequitable environmental divide. 

I have not been able to find any requests that show that independent environmental or health 
studies were conducted to justify Parkes’ inclusion. Parkes was selected for logistical convenience, 
its position on the Inland Rail, not because it was environmentally or socially suitable.  

No independent health or environmental risk assessment was undertaken to justify this exemption. 
On top of that, the EPA has stated that it has no obligation to conduct baseline testing before the 
incinerator is implemented. This decision undermines the principles of procedural fairness and 
regional equity. If EfW incineration is too risky and therefore banned for metropolitan populations, 
it is not acceptable for regional communities. This in itself is prejudiced and inequitable to the 
highest degree. Regional communities depend on clean air, fertile soils, agricultural exports and 
clean water. 

 

2 - Concerns 

-​ Prior to 2021 there was no genuine consultation, only private consultation behind closed 
doors, until the company running the incinerator said it was coming in a pop-up stall in 
Cooke Park.  



-​ I am worried that there is not a requirement for 24/7 monitoring 
-​ I am worried about the long-term health impacts from toxic emissions like dioxins and fine 

particles 
-​ Thermal energy from waste is prohibited in NSW and the ACT due to the health risks and is 

being phased out overseas, but has been approved for a few locations in NSW. This 
contradicts the original prohibition 

-​ The proposed location of the facility is surrounded by farms and residents who are reliant 
on tank water 

-​ The community has not been properly consulted, and decisions have been made without full 
transparency 

 

3 - Conclusion 

I reject the proposed EFW for regional town, including Parkes NSW.  




