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To Whom It May Concern, 

I am a long-time local resident of Parkes NSW. I also work very close to the location 
proposed for building the Energy to Waste Facility (EFW). My reason for writing is to 
formally oppose this entire project over serious concerns regarding environmental, 
Social and Health risk for our local community and surrounds. 

Economic and Social Impacts 

My concerns are that having a large incinerator in our town will be a deterrent to new 
businesses and residents from choosing our town. After all who would want to live near 
toxic waste. This would then affect house prices for existing homeowners. 

The environmental impacts will be very widespread beyond the local community. The  
toxic fumes will affect a lot of local communities besides Parkes that include many 
local farms and their produce. The effect of the dioxins on the farms will in turn flow 
onto the processing of the crops into goods that are used by people all over the state 
everyday. 

Environmental and Health Risks 

I am particularly concerned about the toxic emissions, including fine particle matter 
and dioxins that will be released from the incinerator. They will pose major risk to health 
including development issues, respiratory illnesses and cancers. No level of dioxins 
could be considered completely safe. As a cancer survivor and an asthmatic, I would be 
unable to live in such fear for my life. The risk of cancer recurrence would increase 
tenfold, and I prefer to be able to breathe freely and not fight for each breath due to ever 
increasing asthma attacks.  Despite the statistics saying we are not a cancer cluster 
town, I know of at least five people in my short street of 17 houses alone who have 
battled the disease. Two of these people did not win their battle. I know from experience 
just how many people in this town and surrounding areas get treated via the 
chemotherapy ward at Parkes Hospital. This will only increase dramatically with the 
operation of the EFW. 

Community Consultation and Lack of Transparency 

There is growing concern in the community that Parkes Shire Council and the State 
Government have overlooked the wellbeing and health of the local community by 
putting financial interest first. Even though there has not been any real genuine but are 
toctechnology.   

Logistics 

As someone who works near the proposed site of the EFW in a logistics setting dealing 
with trucks and trains I am truly worried about how easily I know it is for things to go 
wrong. Spills, accidents and contamination are regular occurrences with these 



transportation options. These will occur anywhere along the road and rail network. This 
will affect many people and many communities. It would be safer to deal with the waste 
where it is made. Sydney has decided that these incinerators are not safe in their 
community so why would they now be safe if placed anywhere in NSW, especially 
country NSW where our food is produced. 

Conclusion 

Energy to waste facilities will never be an effective way to solve the waste problem for 
Sydney. A greater emphasis on recycling properly and using recycled products is the 
best way to reduce land fill. These incinerators affect everyone but especially those who 
live near these toxin spewing incinerators. 

Consider this scenario if you will. Your family is sitting down for breakfast. Children with 
glasses of milk and milk on their cereal. Milk that comes from one of the largest dairies 
in NSW that is local to Parkes. All laced with dioxins. The toast you all eat is made from 
flour grown and processed on our local farms that is sold all over the state. Your eggs 
and bacon cooked the oil made from locally grown canola and proceed locally by the 
same large company. All laced with dioxins. Then off you go in your car powered by 
ethanol fuel also from locally grown and processed products. Again, all laced with 
dioxins. Di you enjoy that and the effects will last into the future affecting not only your 
children but their children and grandchildren. What a future. 

For these and the reasons listed above I very, very strongly oppose the Energy to Wate 
Facility. To preserve the Safety and health of our town and yours. Please put people and 
communities and their health first and foremost. 

 

With Regards. 

Louise Robinson 

 

 

 

 

 




