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Submission to Parkes Waste Recovery Project 
From: Jacinta Robinson 
Resident of Peak Hill, Wiradjuri Woman To whom it may concern, 

My name is Jacinta Robinson. I am a 31-year-old Aboriginal woman living in Peak Hill, 
and my family has lived here for generations. We are Wiradjuri people, Bogan River 
people, and we have a deep connection to this Country and to our waterways, including 
the Lachlan River, which runs nearby and feeds into the Barwon River system. The 
health of this land and water is vital to us and to the future of all who live here. 

I am writing to strongly oppose the proposed waste incinerator project. My opposition is 
based on serious concerns for the health, safety, and wellbeing of my family, my 
community, and the environment. 

Health issues already run thick through my family and community asthma, cancer, 
diabetes, and heart disease are common. I have two children, both of whom suffer from 
mild asthma. The idea of introducing an incinerator so close to our town, our schools, 
our shops, and our people adds another major health risk that we simply cannot afford. 

There are two schools in Peak Hill and several local cafes and shops this is a small, 
close community. We already live with enough challenges; we do not need to be 
exposed to additional air pollution, toxic emissions, or potential harm to our water 
systems. 

What makes this even more concerning is the lack of genuine consultation with our 
community. There has been zero meaningful consultation with Peak Hill residents and 
especially with Wiradjuri people, whose Country this is. We deserve to be properly 
informed and involved in decisions that directly impact our land, water, and health. 

I am deeply disappointed that the Parkes Shire Council and the recovery company 
have not engaged our people early or respectfully in this process. Holding a “tick-the-
box” meeting on October 30th, one day before submissions close, is not consultation 
it’s an insult. 

I also want to highlight that for 11 years ago, Parkes Shire Council and North Parkes 
Mines jointly funded a position for a Parkes Shire Aboriginal Project Officer. That 
person was involved in some of the SAP consultations yet was never informed about 
this incinerator proposal. If they had been, they could have come back to our 
community to ensure we were consulted and included in the decision-making process. 
This failure raises serious questions: 

• Why was information about the incinerator withheld? 

• Who in Council or the company is accountable for excluding Aboriginal voices 
from this process? 



• Who ensures that laws, policies, and procedures around community 
engagement and environmental protection are actually upheld? 

Our people, our rivers, and our Country deserve better. We are not just another box to 
tick on a form. We are the traditional custodians of this land, and we have a right to be 
heard and respected in decisions that affect our future. 

I urge Parkes Waste Recovery and Parkes Shire Council to halt this project and to 
engage in a full, transparent, and culturally respectful consultation process with the 
Wiradjuri people and the wider Peak Hill community. 

Respectfully, 
Jacinta Robinson 
Peak Hill Resident 
Wiradjuri Woman 


