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Introduction 
My name is Stephanie Whitwham and I have lived in the Parkes area for most of my life. I 
was raised here and  I care deeply about the wellbeing of the residents, the health of our 
land, and the future of our town. 

1. Health Concerns and Medical Capacity 
My greatest concern with the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) facility is the potential 
health impact on the local population. Regardless of assurances about safety and 
emissions controls, the reality is that burning plastics and waste materials produces 
pollutants known to affect air quality and human health. Parkes already faces significant 
challenges in maintaining adequate healthcare services. We struggle to attract and retain 
doctors and medical professionals, often losing them after short placements. Introducing 
a facility that may increase respiratory and other health problems would only heighten this 
strain, placing further pressure on already limited local health resources. 

2. Impact on Families and Future Generations 
As a parent, I think deeply about the long-term implications for my daughter and for future 
generations. I want her to be able to visit, live, and raise her own family in a community that 
is clean, safe, and proud of its surroundings. The idea that our air, water, or soil could be 
compromised by industrial emissions is deeply concerning, especially for a town like ours 
that relies on agriculture. 

3. Risk to Agriculture and Local Produce 
Our local farmers work hard to produce quality meat, grain, and fresh produce. Any threat 
to soil or water purity could have serious consequences for agricultural productivity and for 
the reputation of our region’s food supply. Even minor contamination risks can damage 
consumer confidence and markets, affecting livelihoods that have sustained Parkes 
families for generations. 

4. Effect on Town Character and Livability 
Beyond the immediate health and agricultural concerns, there is also the broader question 
of how a large-scale industrial facility will affect the character of our town. Parkes has a 
strong sense of community and rural culture. We are known for being a welcoming and 
connected region, a place people come to raise families and enjoy a slower, healthier way 
of life. An EfW plant on our doorstep would significantly change how our town is perceived, 
making it less attractive for new families, teachers, and professionals to move here. 



5. Flow-on Effects for Schools and Local Economy 
This would have flow-on effects for our schools and local economy. If families choose not 
to settle or remain in the area due to perceived health risks, school enrolments could drop, 
small businesses could suffer, and community spirit could decline. The social and cultural 
identity that has taken generations to build could be eroded by a project that provides no 
clear benefit to the people who live here. 

6. Location and Recommendation 
If this facility is genuinely required to address Sydney’s waste issues, it should be built 
closer to the source of that waste, not imposed on a small regional community with fewer 
resources to manage the consequences. 

Conclusion 
For these reasons, I strongly oppose the proposed Energy from Waste facility near Parkes. 
It poses significant and long-term risks to the health, agriculture, economy, and identity of 
our community. Due to lack of transparency with NSW Government and Parkes Shire 
Council during the planning of the facility, I urge the panel in this inquiry to prioritise the 
wellbeing of regional residents and the sustainability of our rural towns when considering 
this proposal. 

Kind regards, 

Stephanie Whitwham 

 

 


