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My name is , and I am a generational member of the Central West Community, 
residing in Parkes for the last 20 years. My ancestors on the land that I live in include ANZAC’s, 
farmers, former Shire Mayor and Legal representatives. My story on this land, I call home, includes 
– Business Owner, Employee, Community Volunteer, Mother and landowner. Country is my 
blood, my community and my culture. 

Whilst I hold concerns this Parliamentary enquiry is another form of master class bureaucratic 
evasion, I also hold hope that something or someone may be able to stop this incinerator. To 
quote educated and professional politicians regarding incinerators – 

Hon Chris Bowen MP – “They claim waste from energy incinerators are clean energy, they are not 
clean energy, it is burning garbage, it is literally a dumpster fire.’ 

In 2018 Shadow Minister Penny Sharpe had this to say about waste incineration “Time for talk is 
over and this project should not be going ahead, and the government should stop it now.” 

Consideration of the basic human rights, which applies to all Australians for an adequate standard 
of living and in health. The human rights that are based on dignity, equality and mutual respect. 
The rights that are indivisible and independent of Government who should not be able to pick 
and choose which are respected. 

Yet this very project is not allowed in Sydney, due to health concerns raised by NSW Health but 
is safe enough for my community, appears to breach the equality I should be entitled to under 
basic Human Rights and those of the other sites that have been excluded from the Statewide ban. 

The damage to physical health may not appear in the first year or the fifth but given advances in 
toxic testing around preexisting incinerators, finding more and more damage done to the 
environment and people, damage will appear. 

The damage to mental health has been extreme to my community already and we are only in the 
initial stages. The detrimental and immediate damage to mental health across our communities 
must be considered with full weight. It is ironic that The Suicide Prevention Bill 2025 has just been 
passed, placing suicide prevention at the center of government decision making, whilst embedding 
accountability across agencies. When the incinerator causes suicide and I am fairly confident it will, 
which Government Agency will be liable for the blood and compensation? 

 

Windfarms and Solar farms applications, such as Burrundulla Solar Project, Jupiter Wind Farms 
and Crookwell 3 Wind Farm, have been knocked back due to visual concerns, noise or lack of 
community consultation, yet this incinerator does not have to meet the same community standards 
as decreed by the NSW Government 

I have to ask if my land, my culture, is as important to the Government as those in Sydney. If this 
incinerator does in fact cause damage to my land, the current population of 14,236 would be 
affected but that is insignificant when you compare the size of the Shire to population figures of 
people who would be affected in Sydney (land mass comparison) and the figure shows around 
59,580,00 would be affected and to the Government these figures are just unacceptable for damage 
to human health and of course votes. With those basic statistics, it’s easy to see my community are 
Guinea pigs and I am left feeling totally discriminated against. Discriminated as my culture, 
community, life are not seen as important as the city and has been highlighted to build an 
incinerator that doesn’t have to meet the same standards for the Sydney areas as there are no 
standards in Sydney as they are illegal there. 

I hold great concerns on health and agricultural land with the possible contamination from the 
estimated 13,000-16,000 chemical families in plastics. It is widely recorded by scientists around the 
globe that the majority of these have not been tested for safety on human health. For those which 



have been tested it is well documented forever chemicals PFOS, PFOA and PFHxS have 
detrimental effects on human health and agricultural industries. 

I have heard and read multiple times the EPA would be ensuring compliance with stringent 
guidelines for operation. Guidelines that do not include testing on start up or shut down where 
the worst pollution is known to occur. As a Government I have been asked to have faith in their 
department. The same department that has been strongly accused of covering up a damming report 
regarding the high level of lead in the blood of Broken Hill children, in favor of the mining 
companies. The same Government Department that for over a decade were aware there was a 
failure in companies complying with construction and demolition waste, directly resulting in 
asbestos contamination throughout NSW. Tightening of regulations regarding this matter did not 
occur, reportedly due to pressure from the Waste Industry, the same industry involved in the 
incinerator. The same Government Department that was found to have breached the 
Precautionary Principle and failed to protect the public by an NSW Select committee. The same 
government agency, which acts only after a breach, which by most accounts is self-disclosed from 
the offending business. 

Ask Edward Nicolas, Chief Executive of Tribe Infrastructure Group, if this proposed facility is 
safe enough for Sydney and” yes it definitely is”. If this man’s statement is correct, build the 
incinerator in Sydney. If Sydney felt the direct impact of their choices regarding their lack of respect 
for what rubbish can go in red bins and lack of recycling effort, maybe just maybe landfill needs 
will be reduced and recycling will be increased. 

 

 

I strongly support the Precautionary Principle should be applied to any proposed Waste to Energy 
Incinerator before another Wittenoom is created by ignorance. The commencement of this project 
has already shown a disregard for our community with former council members and staff, 
individually profiting from the sale of land to SAP, prior to forced acquisitions lack of clear, 
accurate and timely information to name just a few. 

If the incinerator goes ahead, I will have to leave my employment, as I work within 2 km’s of the 
proposed site and in an outdoor environment. Will I be able to access retraining assistance and 
relocation assistance as I would definitely be one of the many who will be selling up. If my land 
value commences to fall due to the incinerator, who will be paying the compensation? 

In implore this enquiry to take every means possible, available to them to cease approval of this 
and any other Waste to Energy Incinerators in regional NSW. To ensure Basic Human Rights, 
Equality and Dignity rights are not discriminated against rural communities. 




