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To the Honorable Members of Parliament, 

Subject: Opposition to Proposed Energy Recovery Facilities in Parkes and Tarago — Support for Parkes 

Clear Futures 

I am writing to formally object to the proposed Energy Recovery (Energy from Waste) Facilities in 

Parkes and Tarago, and to express my strong support for Parkes Clear Futures, a community-led 

initiative working to protect the environment, public health, and sustainable industry in the region. 

I believe these developments would have a severe and lasting impact on the local environment, which 

is vital to the production of Australian local produce. As a nation, we pride ourselves on our clean, 

natural environment and our ability to provide high-quality, sustainable products that are respected and 

exported worldwide. While our government maintains strict biosecurity controls to protect agriculture 

from pests and diseases, it is deeply concerning to see projects approved that risk contaminating and 

degrading our environment from within. 

Parkes and Tarago are proud farming communities, built over generations through dedication and hard 

work. The introduction of these large-scale, climate-impacting incineration facilities threatens to 

destroy the very foundations of these communities — polluting the air, degrading soil quality, and 

undermining the safety of the food we produce. This development risks not only local jobs but also 

Australia’s global reputation as a source of clean, sustainable produce. 

Furthermore, the emissions and toxic by-products from such facilities pose significant risks to human 

and environmental health. Airborne pollutants, heavy metals, and toxic residues can infiltrate 

waterways, compromising both drinking water and irrigation supplies. Contaminated water can have 

devastating effects on public health, livestock, and crop quality — consequences that may last for 

decades. 

While these projects are presented as “green energy” solutions, incineration is not clean energy. It 

generates greenhouse gases and toxic emissions while discouraging recycling, waste reduction, and 

circular economy innovation. True sustainability lies in reducing waste at the source, improving 

recycling infrastructure, and investing in new technologies that protect — not pollute — our 

environment. 

I therefore urge Parliament to: 

1. Reject approval for the proposed Energy Recovery Facilities in Parkes and Tarago; 

Support community-led, evidence-based initiatives such as Parkes Clear Futures that promote genuine 

sustainability; and 

2. Prioritise investment in circular economy solutions — including advanced recycling, composting, 

and waste reduction programs. 

The health of the Parkes and Tarago communities, the integrity of our food systems, and the future of 

our environment depend on responsible decision-making today. I respectfully ask that you act to protect 

our environment, our people, and our national reputation by rejecting these proposals. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this critical issue. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Sarah Badman 


