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I moved to Parkes 20 years ago with my husband and 3 young children. I was born and raised in 

Newcastle and had no previous experience of rural lifestyle prior to moving to Parkes. The decision to 

move to Parkes was primarily based around the desire for our children to be raised in a healthy rural 

lifestyle with the benefit of a small community and family to support them. We have never regretted 

this decision; Parkes has proved to be a wonderful place to raise children, the skills, support and 

grounding they received from this upbringing has resulted in achieving distinguished degrees with skill 

sets to be productive and valued citizens in their communities. 

All of my children, when returning home, have often said the love of the land, the peace and security 

and the grounding our farm give them provide clarity and confidence to return to Sydney to continue 

with their careers, our hope is for them to eventually bring their young families home to Parkes to be 

raised in the same environment that was provided to them. 

My husband and I bought our property 17 years ago. We own approx 450 hectares of prime farming 

land situated approx 10 kms from the center of Parkes. Our land produces grain crops, livestock, 

including Hereford cattle. All of our produce is raised/grown for commercial use and situated within a 

5km radius of the proposed Energy from Waste Incinerator project, a project which the EPA department 

have already admitted they cannot commit to a 100% risk free guarantee to the pollutants created by 

such a project - it's just a matter of how much pollutants will be required to condemn our stock and 

crops as has been proven in many other such projects in Europe , Asia and America. 

Aside from the obvious poisoning of produce situated so close to these sites there is the added concern 

of air pollutants continually seeping into our water supply - which we rely solely on in rain tanks. 

My husband and I also have fulltime jobs in addition to running the farm, I have been working in the 

local bank for 20 years, my husband in the local mine for a similar amount of time. We are looking 

forward to semi-retirement, finally working full time on our family property, enjoying the freedom of 

implementing ideas and plans to enhance it for future generations, this proposed project will put all of 

these plans in jeopardy, and we will have to give serious consideration to our future living in Parkes 

and on our property. We have spent 15 hard and grueling years battling drought, dust storms, mice 

plagues, failed crops and numerous other adversities in between to now arrive at a time and place which 

could potentially deprive us of a future we justly deserve. 

I work with a number of young people with very young families; I am genuinely concerned for these 

families as every member of the Parkes community will be affected in some way either directly or 

indirectly as a result of this proposal, and none of it will be in any way positive. It is highly unlikely 

any of the children born now will experience the fabulous childhood their parents and grandparents had 

in Parkes due to the impact the incinerator will create, not only for health reasons but the obvious 

detrimental effect this will have with home and land values in the community, (already I have spoken 

to many families that have changed their minds with regards to building / investing in Parkes - they just 

cannot see any future in this town with the threat of the incinerator looming) the flow on effect of the 

pressure and anxiety this will create for these young families could be catastrophic. 

I have read numerous submissions from families in the community that are sharing the same devastating 

situation as myself, many of their stories are absolutely heartbreaking I honestly cannot understand how 

any government body considering these stories could possibly continue to advocate for this project it 

seems unconceivable to me. I feel if the wider general public were made aware of this situation they 

would be absolutely appalled by what is being proposed to our town, and the underhanded way in which 

a local council was instrumental in obtaining it. 

The community of Parkes have not had any involvement, discussion or awareness from the locally 

elected Parke Shire Council of the $1.5 billion project that was raised, supported and endorsed by the 

council in 2019 - (evidence of this 2019 council meeting have been made public). The council have 

been loud advocates in the past 6 years for the Inland Rail, Special Activation and Bypass projects but 

have somehow OMITTED to advocate publicly for a $1.5 bil project that will directly impact every 

citizen of its constituency. The community of Parkes Shire are not quite as gullible as this council is led 

to believe and unfortunately these underhanded tactics have only incited fear, mistrust and anger in a 



community that now firmly believe they have been duped into a dire future created by corporate greed 

and political gain. 

There is insurmountable facts proving the EfW incinerator solution to Sydney's waste produce is the 

most reckless, environmentally impactful and on a community level, catastrophic resolution to a 

problem not of Parkes shire's making - 600,000 tonnes of red bin waste ( to assume this waste will not 

contain batteries and any number of hazardous unchecked waste is naive ) transported 500kms by diesel 

train to Parkes each year to only destroy the town, how can this concept not only be a best solution but 

endorsed by local government? Totally turning a deaf ear to an outpouring of grief and concern within 

the community they have pledged to protect? 

It has been proven that waste-to-energy plants release toxic pollutants which WILL contaminate soil, 

crops, water and livestock. A 2023 ScienceDIrect review found that people living near incinerators 

(remember a 5 km radius for my property!) face higher risks of respiratory disease, congenital 

abnormalities and certain cancers, it has been confirmed that ash from incinerators contain long-lasting 

chemicals that threaten both public health and agriculture. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge a local community group by the name of Parkes Clean Future 

Alliance who advocate for the objection and cancellation of the proposed EfW project. They have 

devoted themselves selflessly to this cause, attending local events, informing the community of FACTS 

and INFORMATION, something the local council has total disregard for. This community group has 

no political motivation, will receive no financial gain, the members have not been voted for or paid to 

do this job, they only have the safety and concern of the Parkes community to motivate them, they are 

to be commended and not ignored, they are the only voice Parkes has at this vital time. We understand 

the financial impact a decision of no vote to the EfW project could generate, the people of Parkes plead 

with the NSW government make the right decision, one that is not swayed by power and greed but 

driven by facts and motivated by the consideration of conserving the future of rural Australia. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 


