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This submission is provided to the Parliamentary Inquiry into the proposed Parkes Energy from 
Waste (EfW) facilities in Regional New South Wales. 

 

Dear committee members, 

 

I am 56 years old, born and raised in Parkes where I have lived my entire life. My family’s roots in 
Parkes run deep – three generations on both sides have called this town home. Both sets of my 
grandparents moved here as young adults, and my parents, my sibling, and her partner are all 
lifelong residents as well. I commuted whilst earning my university degree in education so I could 
spend time with family and friends and work a casual job in my hometown. My strong ties to the 
community led me to pursue a career in Parkes where I have always planned to work and then 
enjoy my retirement. 

 

Parkes holds a special place in my family’s history, and I am extremely passionate about the town, 
community and its future. For these reasons, I object to the construction of the Energy from 
Waste facility in the Parkes Shire. I am opposed to Regional NSW being burdened with Greater 
Sydney’s waste and associated risks. This submission shares my well-founded concerns regarding 
residents' health and safety; potential environmental and agricultural impacts; and the adverse 
social and economic effects such a facility may have on Parkes’ community should it proceed. 

 

I am deeply concerned about the thermal energy from waste technology the facility would use, that 
it is prohibited in other Australian places and being phased out overseas due to health risks. I have 
fears about the immediate and long-term health risks that may arise from the spread of toxic 
emissions produced by the proposed waste facility, particularly dioxins and fine particles. I am 
concerned about the quantity of waste that will be incinerated, the amount of hazardous emissions 
and the level of emissions monitoring. These hazardous substances have the potential to 
compromise the air quality in our community, posing significant health threats to residents. The 
presence of such pollutants could also contaminate water and soil, impacting water supplies 
(including harvested water) and food supplies, and in doing so, not only pose risks to humans but 
also pets, wildlife, livestock and the broader Parkes ecosystem. 

 

Greater Sydney’s waste should be managed close to its origin. I believe it is unfair to burden any 
population with another region’s waste so do not agree with the waste management strategy to 
transport Greater Sydney’s waste over 500km away to be incinerated near Parkes. I find it most 
alarming that, being precautionary, the NSW Government in the ‘Energy from Waste 
Infrastructure Plan’ excludes Energy from Waste (EfW) facilities in most areas of NSW due to 
human health and air quality risks, yet the Parkes Special Activation Precinct and areas in 
Goulburn, Lithgow and Richmond have been named as acceptable locations for proposed 
facilities. If it is unsafe for Greater Sydney residents then it is unsafe for Parkes and any other 
town’s residents. Everyone’s health is important and deserves protecting, no matter where they 
reside. The health impacts then flow on to environmental, social and economic risks to the 
community. 

 

Parkes is a food producer for self-sufficiency as well as local and wider markets. Possible risks of 
air, soil, and water contamination from the facility and the perceived risks the facility poses, 



threaten agriculture and residents' livelihoods, and could potentially impact food safety more 
broadly. 

 

As a homeowner in Parkes, I believe the proposed Energy from Waste project will lower property 
values and thus negatively affect homeowners, businesses, and investors financially. 

 

In addition to these financial concerns, the prospect of the facility’s construction undermines 
confidence in Parkes as a thriving and attractive community for both current and prospective 
residents. Such negative perceptions could have a lasting impact on the town’s reputation, making 
it less appealing for families, professionals, and investors who might otherwise consider making 
Parkes their home or place of business. This could have far-reaching implications for the vitality 
and cohesion of our community. It could lead to a decline in business, place increased pressure on 
already stretched resources and jeopardise the quality of essential services for residents. My own 
experiences highlight challenges in the past when accessing healthcare for my family and veterinary 
services for my pet, having to travel outside Parkes for GP and vet appointments. Additionally, 
there have been difficulties in recruiting enough teachers to adequately support our local students 
and the introduction of the Energy from Waste facility could worsen this issue with a detrimental 
effect on students’ education. With population numbers dwindling, residents’ livelihoods would 
be at risk with local businesses not being sustainable and jobs being lost. 

 

If the proposed Energy from Waste facility was constructed near Parkes, I believe it would 
significantly impact the town’s tourism industry. Parkes would no longer be regarded as an 
attractive destination for visitors and instead be overlooked as a travel option or be seen as a place 
to definitely bypass. 

 

I question how long the proposed Energy from Waste facility at Parkes has been under 
consideration without public awareness. It is important for the community to receive transparent 
communication and information about when decisions were made, what those decisions were and 
who made them. Residents have not been adequately consulted in any initial planning and key 
decision making. 

 

My recommendations: 

1. Suspend approval of the current Parkes Energy from Waste proposal. 

2. Conduct a full independent assessment into the safety and decision making surrounding the 
Parkes Energy from Waste proposal. 

3. Maintain strong protection for health, agriculture and the environment in all regional locations. 

4. To protect health and safety, reject Energy from Waste incineration as means of waste 
management. 

5. Focus on safe alternative solutions to reduce and manage Greater Sydney’s waste including 
reusing, recycling, and composting infrastructure. 

 

Effective waste management is extremely important, but solutions must not endanger community 
health and wellbeing or the environment. The proposed Energy from Waste project in Parkes 
offers no local benefit that outweighs its health, environmental, social, and economic risks. 



 

It is with heavy hearts my family has made the decision to relocate should the Parkes Energy from 
Waste project go ahead. Our priority is also to be precautionary and ensure that we do not 
compromise our health and wellbeing by living near a waste management operation that poses 
such risks and potential harm. 

 

Thank you for considering my submission. 

 

 




