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Submission Opposing Energy from Waste Incinerator in Parkes or Any Location in 
Australia. 

 

My name is Adam Hewes. I have lived in Parkes for Nearly 50 Years, own and operate a 
small business. My family and friends, many off the land, also reside in the district. We 
all appreciate our clean unpolluted farming lands, clean air and beautiful waterways in 
the area. Our District and far beyond now all at major potential risk of Toxic 
contamination if an Energy from Waste Incinerator is built in Parkes.  

After attending town meetings and conducting my research it is evident these EFW 
projects will Contaminate, poison the surrounding areas within a 150km plus radius. 

I strongly oppose any EFW facility in Parkes and all locations Nationwide for the 
following adverse Health and Environmental facts. 

 

• The Burning of plastics emits poisons like dioxins, furans, heavy metals (such 
as mercury), and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). These toxic chemicals 

can cause severe health problems, including respiratory illnesses, and 

contaminate the environment by settling on soil and water, and entering 

the food chain.  

 

• The Filtering process, of the burnt plastics in EFW facilities is not 100% 

efficient and has provision to be open vented. 

 

 

• The Bi product of burnt plastics from EFW is a highly toxic concentrate 

which also requires further disposal of highly toxic concentrated waste. 

 

• The primary source of Waste to fire the EFW facility will be dirty plastics, 

from millions of wet dirty nappies to your plastic meat packaging. 

Anything that cannot be recycled will be the source of fuel for the EFW 

facility. 

 

Common poisons from burning plastic: 
• Dioxins and furans: Highly toxic compounds, especially formed when plastics 

containing chlorine like PVC are burned. They are persistent in the 

environment and can cause cancer and neurological damage. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Dioxins&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1108AU1108&oq=Burning+plastics+emitts+what+poisons&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIKCAEQABiiBBiJBTIKCAIQABiABBiiBDIKCAMQABiABBiiBDIKCAQQABiABBiiBDIHCAUQABjvBdIBCjM5Mjc2ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBYaUfioVWt6k8QWGlH4qFVrepA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfCWPewIVFX1ogc189pByvWm2Sbg8kUmMOTwREg5FX7A-2uDCkYLTK6XaIrcZp2G4B8C9CDeHKXKGVBMjmse2pdD31mHpsf3_cE3-xncj_Y8bUxZ2PRGaZtTyPeVfQQQExFFxO5JxMYcUrQVQjwRIjbBsRzVtHzMvzXPC6Cu1GSKQnY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi9tMOEyM2QAxU_slYBHaKBN40QgK4QegQIAxAB


• Heavy metals: Burning plastics can release heavy metals like mercury and lead 

into the air and ash. These can contaminate soil and water, harming both 

wildlife and human health. 

• Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs): These are a group of man-made chemicals 

that are persistent in the environment and can be toxic to humans and 

animals. 

• Other toxic gases: Burning plastics can release a variety of other harmful 

gases, including carbon monoxide, hydrochloric acid, and other irritants that 

affect the respiratory system.  

Health and environmental impacts: 
• Health problems: Inhaling and consuming these poisons can lead to 

respiratory issues like asthma and emphysema, birth defects, and can also 

cause rashes, nausea, and headaches. Long-term exposure is linked to heart 

disease and damage to the nervous system. 

• Environmental contamination: Residue from burning plastics can 

contaminate soil and groundwater including water catchment areas. 

Downstream waterways and Rivers will further convey contaminates to 

downstream operations. Chemicals can also enter the food chain, 

accumulating in the fat of animals and eventually in humans. 

• Persistent pollutants: Many of these toxins are persistent organic 

pollutants (POPs), meaning they break down slowly and can remain in the 

environment for decades.  

• All farming produce will be contaminated within a large radius of the 

proposed EFW facility and agricultural markets effected, potentially closed. 

• Long term adverse health and environmental effects have been proven in EFW 

facilities overseas previously, most have been de-commissioned due adverse 

health and environmental effects noted above. 

• Housing and business markets will dwindle; residents will move from the area 

if EFW facilities are built in Parkes. 

• EFW is not a sustainable option to dispose of dirty plastics or any garbage. 

I advise NSW State Parliament to Stop all proposed EFW (The burning of plastics and 

rubbish) for adverse Public Health and safety and environmental reasons noted in 

this submission. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Heavy+metals&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1108AU1108&oq=Burning+plastics+emitts+what+poisons&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIKCAEQABiiBBiJBTIKCAIQABiABBiiBDIKCAMQABiABBiiBDIKCAQQABiABBiiBDIHCAUQABjvBdIBCjM5Mjc2ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBYaUfioVWt6k8QWGlH4qFVrepA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfCWPewIVFX1ogc189pByvWm2Sbg8kUmMOTwREg5FX7A-2uDCkYLTK6XaIrcZp2G4B8C9CDeHKXKGVBMjmse2pdD31mHpsf3_cE3-xncj_Y8bUxZ2PRGaZtTyPeVfQQQExFFxO5JxMYcUrQVQjwRIjbBsRzVtHzMvzXPC6Cu1GSKQnY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi9tMOEyM2QAxU_slYBHaKBN40QgK4QegQIAxAD
https://www.google.com/search?q=Polychlorinated+biphenyls&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1108AU1108&oq=Burning+plastics+emitts+what+poisons&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIKCAEQABiiBBiJBTIKCAIQABiABBiiBDIKCAMQABiABBiiBDIKCAQQABiABBiiBDIHCAUQABjvBdIBCjM5Mjc2ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBYaUfioVWt6k8QWGlH4qFVrepA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfCWPewIVFX1ogc189pByvWm2Sbg8kUmMOTwREg5FX7A-2uDCkYLTK6XaIrcZp2G4B8C9CDeHKXKGVBMjmse2pdD31mHpsf3_cE3-xncj_Y8bUxZ2PRGaZtTyPeVfQQQExFFxO5JxMYcUrQVQjwRIjbBsRzVtHzMvzXPC6Cu1GSKQnY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi9tMOEyM2QAxU_slYBHaKBN40QgK4QegQIAxAF
https://www.google.com/search?q=persistent+organic+pollutants&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1108AU1108&oq=Burning+plastics+emitts+what+poisons&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIKCAEQABiiBBiJBTIKCAIQABiABBiiBDIKCAMQABiABBiiBDIKCAQQABiABBiiBDIHCAUQABjvBdIBCjM5Mjc2ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBYaUfioVWt6k8QWGlH4qFVrepA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfCWPewIVFX1ogc189pByvWm2Sbg8kUmMOTwREg5FX7A-2uDCkYLTK6XaIrcZp2G4B8C9CDeHKXKGVBMjmse2pdD31mHpsf3_cE3-xncj_Y8bUxZ2PRGaZtTyPeVfQQQExFFxO5JxMYcUrQVQjwRIjbBsRzVtHzMvzXPC6Cu1GSKQnY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi9tMOEyM2QAxU_slYBHaKBN40QgK4QegQIBRAD
https://www.google.com/search?q=persistent+organic+pollutants&rlz=1C1GCEA_enAU1108AU1108&oq=Burning+plastics+emitts+what+poisons&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIKCAEQABiiBBiJBTIKCAIQABiABBiiBDIKCAMQABiABBiiBDIKCAQQABiABBiiBDIHCAUQABjvBdIBCjM5Mjc2ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBYaUfioVWt6k8QWGlH4qFVrepA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfCWPewIVFX1ogc189pByvWm2Sbg8kUmMOTwREg5FX7A-2uDCkYLTK6XaIrcZp2G4B8C9CDeHKXKGVBMjmse2pdD31mHpsf3_cE3-xncj_Y8bUxZ2PRGaZtTyPeVfQQQExFFxO5JxMYcUrQVQjwRIjbBsRzVtHzMvzXPC6Cu1GSKQnY&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi9tMOEyM2QAxU_slYBHaKBN40QgK4QegQIBRAD


 

Sincerely  

Adam Hewes 


