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Submission to ‘Energy From Waste’ Inquiry 

I believe that the proposed mass waste incinerator to be built in Tarago by Veolia to treat Sydney’s 
waste should not be built. My reasons for this are as follows: 

1.The safety of Veolia’s incinerators cannot be relied upon. Their existing incinerator in Tarago 
has had identified breaches of emission control. There has been no real improvement or 
accountability. Veolia can’t be relied upon to comply with environmental laws. This facility should 
not be allowed to continue to operate. 

2. Veolia and Pacific Waste are global monopolies with vested interests in the waste management 
industry. Veolia’s incinerators are closing down in the UK, Europe and USA (due to fires and 
explosions), and is seeking to establish itself in the Australian market. 

3. Veolia’s statements about incinerators are ‘greenwashing’. The electricity production process by 
incineration will in fact be ‘dirtier’ than that produced by coal gas plants. These incinerators are 
shown to cause dioxin pollution. These ultralight chemicals are forever pollutants, causing asthma 
and developmental problems in children. 

4. These chemicals get into tank water and groundwater. The Tarago region is part of the water 
catchment area for both Sydney and Canberra. Along with the effects on agricultural land, there 
may be litigation and compensation claims resulting from this pollution. 

5. It has been suggested that these incinerators are to be built in areas where they will ‘do the least 
harm’. However the proposed incinerator in Tarago presents potential health risks to residents in 
Tarago, Braidwood, Bungendore, Yass, Collector, Gunning, Goulburn, Canberra (where these 
incinerators are banned) and surrounding areas. 

6. The gasification plant in Wollongong breached pollution limits. The UNOMIA report shows 
that these incinerators are the worst choice for dealing with waste. These incinerators are banned 
in metropolitan areas of NSW. Putting them in regional areas is discrimination against residents in 
these areas. 

7. Sydney waste is an engineered crisis. Alternative solutions exist. The European solution is a 
circular system using better collection and sorting utilising mechanical recovery. Investing in the 
circular model is cheaper and more efficient than mass waste incinerators. Technology is emerging 
to deal with waste on site. Our society should reduce packaging at point of sale and reduce and 
sort household waste more efficiently. Better sorting and retrieval of reusable materials can be 
done at waste depots and black soldier flies are very efficient in dealing with compostable waste. 
All of these processes reduce waste significantly thus placing far less pressure on landfill. 

8. A choice by government to use mass waste incinerators is premature. A study of the area 
surrounding Tarrago should be carried out, establishing baseline readings using community 
science. The precautionary principle should apply before embarking on such projects. 

9. There should be a moratorium on the mass waste incinerator industry. It is not a good use of 
taxpayers’ money and the cost of transporting waste via rail to the Southern Tablelands is hardly 
justified. The harmful consequences of incinerating waste are known now. It is bad for the 
community and the environment. In all these matters, government will be held accountable. I 
submit that the proposed mass waste incinerator project at Tarago be rejected forthwith. 


