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Submission to the Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 

Our Story 
We have lived and worked on our farm in Parkes for over 80 years and continue to run a 
farm business in conjunction with two of our sons. Our children and grandchildren are 
growing up here. We are deeply worried about the proposed waste incinerator and what 
it means for our family’s health, our land, and our future. 

Health Concerns for Our Family 
We have read and heard about the dangers from waste incinerators. These facilities 
release toxins like dioxins, heavy metals, and tiny particles into the air. Overseas, in places 
like France and Italy, people living near incinerators have suffered higher rates of cancer, 
birth defects, and other serious illnesses. Eggs and produce from farms near incinerators 
in France were found to have unsafe levels of dioxins, and people were told not to eat 
them. 

We rely on rainwater for drinking and household use, just like many families around 
Parkes. Studies show that rainwater tanks near incinerators can get contaminated with 
dangerous chemicals, putting human health at risk with higher risk for children and 
pregnant women. 

Impact on Our Farm and Livelihood 
Our farm is our life and our legacy. We grow crops and raise livestock, and our produce 
is sold locally and beyond. Overseas, farms near incinerators have had their soil, crops, 
and animals contaminated. In Denmark and France, farmers have lost the ability to sell 
eggs, milk, and vegetables because of pollution from these plants. 

If our land is contaminated, we could lose our ability to sell our produce, and our family’s 
livelihood would be at risk. Once the land is polluted, it’s almost impossible to fix. This 
would be devastating for us, our sons, and our grandchildren. This farm has been in the 
family since my grandfather. 

City-Country Fairness 
We feel it is unfair that city waste is being sent to the country, putting rural families at risk. 
Incinerators have been refused in Sydney because of health dangers, but now they are 
being pushed onto smaller communities like ours. It’s not right that city people are 
protected while country people are asked to bear the burden. 

What Has Happened Overseas 
- France: Farms near incinerators had to stop selling eggs and produce because of 
dioxin contamination. 



- Denmark & Netherlands: Countries are closing incinerators and banning new ones 
because of health and environmental risks. 
- United States: No new big incinerators have been built for decades due to public 
opposition and health concerns. 

Our Request 
We ask the Committee to: 
- Ban waste incinerators in NSW to protect families, farms, and future generations. 
- Support real solutions like recycling and composting, not burning waste. 
- Make sure country people are treated fairly and not made to carry risks that city people 
won’t accept. 

We want our children and grandchildren to grow up healthy, and we want our farm to 
remain safe and productive for generations to come. 

Thank you for listening to our concerns. 

 

RH & AMC Orr. 
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