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To Whom It May Concern, 

My name is Karen Thompson, a long-time resident of Parkes, having lived here since I 
was two years old. I have proudly raised three children in this community and now have 
the joy of five and a half grandchildren growing up in the same town I have always called 
home. 

I’ve spent my working life in Health, Aged Care, and Mobility Sales—fields that have 
given me a deep appreciation for the importance of health, wellbeing, and dignity at 
every stage of life. 

I am writing today to express my deep concern and strong opposition to the proposed 
waste project in Parkes. 

My Key Concerns: 

• Future Generations: The health and safety of our children, grandchildren, and 
all future residents must come first. We are stewards of this town, and the 
decisions made today will shape the lives of those who follow us. 

• Public Health: The potential risks to air quality, water supply, and soil health 
raise serious alarms. Parkes deserves to be a safe and healthy place to live. 

• Farming & Land Use: We are a proud rural community. Any risk to our farming 
land—whether from contamination or stigma—could threaten livelihoods and 
food security. 

• Property Values: The uncertainty surrounding this project already casts a 
shadow on local property values. If the project proceeds, resale of homes could 
be significantly impacted. 

• Mental Health: Many residents are already experiencing stress and anxiety due 
to the lack of clear information and community consultation. Prolonged 
uncertainty and fear are harmful to community 

• mental health. 

I Call for the Following Actions: 

1. Independent Baseline Testing – Conducted at the cost of the EPA, to establish 
current environmental conditions before any project begins. 

2. 24-Hour Environmental Monitoring – Including air, water, and soil, with results 
made publicly available in real-time. 

3. Safe Drinking Water Guarantee – The entire town must have access to clean, 
safe drinking water, now and into the future. 



Our community deserves transparency, protection, and respect. I urge decision-
makers to listen to the people who live here and depend on this land—not just today, 
but for generations to come. 

Sincerely, 
Karen Thompson 
Resident of Parkes 

 


