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My name is Rosalind Bell and I live in Parkes NSW.  
 
I am making this submission to indicate our (my and my husband Thomas David)’s opposition 
to the proposed Energy from Waste Facility which is proposed for the Parkes Special Activation 
Precinct.  
 
Our opposition to the proposed facility is based on the following (with reference indicated to 
the Full Terms of Reference of the Committee):  
 

1. (b) Location – the proposal to locate this facility so close to a population centre does not 
make sense when considering that it is not considered safe to place the facility in the 
Sydney basin, closer to the source.  
 

2. (c) The location in amongst food producing country - the placement of the facility in an 
agriculturally rich environment is very dangerous. It may be deemed to be safe to 
growing crops in the short term, but no one can say how the accumulation of the small 
amount of toxic chemicals over time can affect the soil and the crops that are grown.  
 

3. (d) The health aspects – it is very difficult to believe that over time the accumulation of 
nano particles and toxicity won’t have a negative effect on the local population. This is 
particularly relevant to those using tank water. 
 

4. (e) Economic effects for farmers – whether true or perceived, once the facility is in 
operation, local farming products will be questioned by markets as to their 
contamination level, particularly overseas markets. This could result in growers/graziers 
in the local area being penalised.     
 

5. (i) Reducing waste –  
a. We find it very concerning that the level of waste being produced is not being 

addressed in the context of this discussion. Government should be working with 
the retailers – in particular the Coles/Woolworths groups to move away from 
plastic based packaging. The use of plastic in prepackaged fruit and vegetables 
has grown to an alarming state. The fact that it is cheaper to purchase 
prepackaged fruit and vegetables rather than loose items is appalling. We 
strongly urge government to take a leading role and not submit to big business 
pressure.  

b. We urge government to be working with the relevant researchers to further 
develop recyclable plastics. This is an emerging science and should be 
financially supported by government.  
 

6. (j) The distance the waste needs to travel - The placement of a facility to treat waste at 
such a distance from the source of the waste is energy-wise and economically 
inefficient. The cost of transporting the waste plus the energy required to transport that 
waste such a large distance has to be questioned.  

 
We request that you recommend to the NSW Government that this proposal to place an Energy 
from Waste Facility in regional NSW is a dangerous decision and one which will have long term 
adverse consequences on the viability of those communities and their associated agricultural 
industries.  
Rosalind Bell   


