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Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to the enquiry into waste to energy (WtE). 

The announcement of the proposed WtE in Parkes has caused significant debate in the Central West, 

particularly in and around the Parkes LGA. 

The way and manner in which the community were informed of this project caught many by surprise. 

Most locals were unaware of such a proposal until in was announced by NSW Government and its 

department agencies, particular RGDC. 

As the local state member of parliament for this area, it has stirred-up local debate, commentary and 

discord. It has been an extremely controversial announcement, and has divided local community, 

friends, families and neighbours. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

In 2018 the previous coalition state government announced Parkes as the first location in regional NSW 

for its Special Activation Precinct ( SAP ), tapping into Parkes geographical location, fine local produce, 

as well as transport linkages, both via road, air and rail. 

Parkes is approximately half-way at the junction of the inland rail project, linking up to the Ports of 

Brisbane and Melbourne. It also has western rail links to WA. 

Approximately 10,000 acres of farming land approximately 6kms from the township of Parkes was 

acquired for the SAP. 

The vision and ambition was admirable, tapping into local produce and encouraging further ag 

investment, with the ability to get local produce to the port, within 12-24 hours via the Inland Rail, onto 

overseas markets, particularly Asia, growing local regional economies. 

Although over the last 7 years, only a handful of businesses have moved into this precinct, whilst Inland 

Rail routes have not been completed, and is uncertain when it will be complete. 

Presently feedback from many locals see the SAP as a bit of a white elephant at the moment. 

The area around the SAP is prime agricultural land. Growing crops, particularly wheat, barley, canola 

and livestock - both sheep and cattle. Many of the farms are broad acre in size and nave been in local 

families for generations. There is a strong connection to the land. 

 

COMMUNITY SENTIMENT 

This issue has been highly divisive. 

I am in the process of conducting a survey of residents and have been speaking to many residents both 

in person or those who have contacted my electorate office. 

I am conducting a mail-out survey to every household in the Parkes LGA. 

To gather feedback and community sentiment. To date, my office has received 11% return and the 

statistics thus far are approximately 70% opposed to the project and approximately 30% in favour. I am 

still receiving responses to the survey. 

 

FEEDBACK FROM SURVEY 

The most common themes raised in the survey by those whom object centre around concerned health 

risks from pollutants and emissions, impact on land valuations, unknown long term health risks, not our 

waste, if it is so safe why don’t they burn it in Sydney, along with, why is Parkes being used as Sydney’s 

dumpling ground? 

The most common themes for those in support the project are jobs and employment opportunities, both 

during construction and ongoing, economic prosperity for the town, will attract additional businesses 



to the SAP through reliable base load power and steam, whilst providing for a circular economy, and 

will address urgent and pressing landfill issues in Sydney 

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

There has been some engagement by the proponent, however nothing by the NSW agencies like EPA, 

Health, RGDC. Many concerned residents raise a lack of trust in government. 

The NSW Government and its agencies need to do better in this regard to provide answers to questions 

and address concerns. 

 

WILL IT LEAD TO CHEAPER ELECTRICITY COSTS? 

There is community scepticism that the WtE project will lead to cheaper power prices. Many look at 

the current renewable projects around the state, both wind and solar, and to-date this has not driven 

down power prices for those communities. 

 

WILL THERE BE A COMMUNITY BENEFIT TO PARKES? 

It would appear thus far that there “may” be a community benefit to Parkes but at this stage it’s unclear 

how much or how it may look. 

I would have thought, that if Parkes was going to be a major state player in waste reduction, that a 

considerable community benefit for the town would be part of that proposal. 

 

PREVIOUS NSW PARLIAMENT ENQUIRY FINDING AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Many similar concerns were raised in the 2018 NSW Parliament enquiry chaired by the Hon. Paul 

Green. In that case, the proposed facility was in Western Sydney. 

Following which, the previous NSW coalition government and its relevant agencies established a 

framework of mapping data where WtE facility could and could not be located. 

In essence the Sydney basin area was excluded as a potential future site for any WtE proposal. All 

earmarked locations are now in regional NSW. 

 

VISIT TO WtE FACILITY IN WA 

As part of my due diligence with this issue, in December this year I will be visiting WA to inspect a 

WtE plant which recently commenced operation near Freemantle. I will be speaking with various 

stakeholders in that community. 

 

COMMENT 

Greater community consultation is required. The matter should be referred to an Independent Planning 

Committee along with greater involvement by the NSW Chief Scientist. Accurate, reliable data and 

information is required from a trusted independent source. 

Health and well-being are of the most critical importance. Both current and long term. 

I have always maintained that this project should not be forced on the community if the majority of the 

community do not want it. 

 

 



Thank you for taking the time to read my submission. 

 

Kindest regards, 

 

Phil Donato MP 

State Member for Orange 


