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Energy from Waste Inquiry — Submission

| wish to protest against the proposed ‘Waste to Energy’ incinerator at Tarago, NSW. While
there are many arguments against this project, | will mainly argue on moral grounds.

We all have a duty to be responsible citizens. A significant aspect to this is being responsible
with generating waste and disposing of it. We are becoming acutely aware of how fragile the
environment is, and how we are morally obliged to care for this planet. So much of this earth
and our homeland has been damaged, if not destroyed, by irresponsible manufacturing,
consumption and disposal of waste products.

The proposed incinerator at Tarago will be burning Sydney’s rubbish. ‘Energy from Waste’
incinerators are banned in Sydney, and yet not in four regional areas of the state. The clear
intention is to move the problem of waste disposal from a high population area to one of lower
population density. However this does not account for the adverse effects of dioxins and other
toxic pollutants compromising farming land and drinking water, as well as exposing residents
to the adverse health outcomes from being exposed to chemicals produced by this incinerator.

The moral problem here is that a recognised problem is removed from those responsible for
creating it and simply dumped on other people who are perceived to be less powerful. It is
time for government at all levels, business and consumers to recognise the problem and to
work constructively on solutions. Our society must address waste disposal problems at the
points of production and consumption rather than create a massive mountain of waste and
then try to deal with it. Examples of progress are organic farming, supermarkets ceasing to
use plastic carry bags and the banning of single use plastic items such as cups, straws and
stirrers.

We can be encouraged and guided by the European Union through its policy on ‘Energy,
Climate Change and Environment’. By creating a ‘circular economy’, the EU seeks to
continually improve the environment by encouraging more responsible manufacturing and
more discerning consumers. By introducing the Ecolabel, environmental excellence is
evaluated by a product’s reduced impact on the environment. It encourages informed choice
by consumers and encourages businesses to be innovative in all its processes. Informed
consumers will be more discerning when purchasing products by recognising the
environmental credentials of the products.

EU laws setting ‘ecodesign requirements’ aim to enhance the durability and reusability of
products, make maintenance and refurbishment easier and lead to energy efficiency in
manufacture. There will be increasing amounts of recycled materials in products and a strict
adherence to carbon footprint rules.

All this makes very good sense in preventing unsustainable waste in our society and reducing
the amount we must dispose of. Eventually, the process with be entirely circular.

We are faced with the prospect of 380,000 tonnes of Sydney’s waste being dumped at the
Tarago facility each year (NSW Dept. of Planning — Woodlawn ARC). It will produce acid gases
and toxic heavy metal particulates such as mercury, lead and cadmium. There will be
persistent organic particulates such as dioxins, furans, PCBs and PFAS (Facts about ‘waste
to energy’ incinerators (GAIA — Global Alliance of Incinerator Alternatives, 2018)).

I can go on about the adverse health effects of these pollutants on persons and the
environment. These are well documented. The potential loss of ‘organic’ credentials by local
farmers is an obvious concern, as are the less than ideal credentials of Veolia in maintaining
good environmental standards. | object to the erection of this incinerator at Tarago and implore



governments at all levels to adopt the ‘circular economy’ to produce a safer and more
sustainable way of dealing waste.



