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Submission Against the Parkes Energy Recovery (EfW) Incinerator Project
By: Catherine Hunt

Age: 59

Resident of Forbes, NSW

I, Catherine Hunt, wish to strongly oppose the proposed Parkes Energy Recovery (EfW)
incinerator project.

I was born and raised in the small rural town of Barraba, where farming and grazing were
vital to the community and local economy. From a young age, we were taught to respect
and care for our environment because our livelihoods and health depended on it. These
same values continue to guide me today.

| have lived in Forbes for 13 years and worked in Parkes for the past 5 years. | am
currently employed as a School Learning Support Officer (SLSO) at a Parkes primary
school. Every day | work closely with children many of whom display neurodiverse
characteristics and | am deeply concerned about how this proposed incinerator will
affect their health, learning environment, and overall wellbeing.

This facility will bring increased noise, odour, and air pollution, along with constant
disruption to families and the community. Many local residents are already talking
about relocating due to these concerns, which would have devastating consequences
for our town. The movement of families would cause enrolment declines in local
schools, forcing job losses for teachers and support staff like myself. It would also
create major challenges for parents and children who rely on NDIS support, as plans
would need to be reviewed and services relocated causing unnecessary stress and
mental health strain.

As | approach my retirement years, | am also deeply worried about the future of our
local medical and community services. If people leave and businesses close, where
will I go to access the essential health services | need? The nearest larger town is over
120 kilometres away. This is not a sustainable or safe future for older residents like
myself.

Please explain to me the following
Health & Safety

1. What independent studies have been conducted on the long-term health
impacts of emissions from the proposed incinerator on nearby residents,
especially children and elderly people?

2. How will air quality be monitored, and who will be responsible for ensuring the
data is accurate and publicly available?



3. What are the expected levels of pollutants such as dioxins, heavy metals, and
particulate matter, and how do they compare to national air quality standards?

4. What emergency response plans are in place if there is an equipment failure, fire,
or emission leak?

5. How often will noise and odour levels be tested, and will those reports be
accessible to the public?

Environmental Monitoring & Testing

6. How frequently will environmental testing (air, soil, and water) occur once the
facility is operational?

7. Who will conduct this testing the company itself or an independent
environmental body?

8. Will baseline environmental data (before construction) be collected and made
public so that future changes can be measured accurately?

9. How will the facility ensure that local farmland, livestock, and waterways are not
contaminated by emissions or ash residue?

10. What measures will be taken to prevent waste transport accidents and manage
hazardous materials safely?

Community Impact & Future Planning

11. What consideration has been given to the impact on local schools, families, and
vulnerable populations including neurodiverse students and adults?

12. How will the project affect local employment and small businesses in Parkes
and surrounding towns?

13. What long-term plans are in place if the incinerator causes people to move away
will there be compensation or community investment to offset population
decline?

14. How will the project affect access to medical and mental health services in
Forbes and Parkes?

15. Will community members have an ongoing role in oversight or advisory
committees once the project is operating?

Accountability & Transparency

16. If future monitoring finds that pollution levels exceed safe limits, what actions
will be taken, and who will be held responsible?



17. Will all testing results, incident reports, and compliance audits be published
online and updated regularly?

18. How will residents be informed of changes or issues through public meetings,
mail, or online updates?

19. Has the proponent committed to a transparent community consultation process
beyond the Environmental Impact Statement stage?

20. How will this project align with NSW and federal goals for emissions reduction
and sustainable waste management?

For all these reasons, | strongly urge that the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
for the Parkes Energy Recovery Facility be put on hold until the current inquiry is
completed and all community concerns are properly addressed.

This project threatens not only our environment but also the social and economic
fabric of our towns. We deserve clean air, safe communities, and stable local services
not industrial pollution and population decline.

Sincerely,

Catherine Hunt

Resident of Forbes, NSW

Mother of 2 and Grandmother of 5



