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Submission: Concerns Regarding the Proposed Parkes Energy Recovery (EfW) 
Facility 

Submitted by: Michelle Melhuish 
Resident of Parkes, NSW 

My name is Michelle Melhuish, and I am a long-term resident of Parkes. I was born and 
bred here and have deep personal, family, and community connections to this town. I 
am a mother of three and grandmother of four, now in my 60s. 

Although I moved away briefly, we moved back to Parkes  to access family and friend 
support for my late son Michael, who had Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, Parkes has 
always been my home. Michael sadly passed away at the age of 27 in 2017 and is buried 
here, along with my mother and both my husband’s parents. The idea of having to leave 
Parkes due to environmental or health impacts from this project would be absolutely 
devastating for me and my family. 

My daughter lives in Parkes with her husband and daughter, and my other children and 
extended family visit regularly. We are all deeply connected to this town and contribute 
actively to the community. 

I currently work at a local school supporting children with disabilities. Many of these 
children have heightened sensitivities to noise and smell, meaning that emissions 
and odours from an incinerator, as well as increased train activity, could cause them 
significant distress. For families relying on the NDIS and medical services, any forced 
relocation would be traumatic and would create major disruptions to their established 
care networks and support systems. 

Parkes offers an excellent range of educational and support programs—from 
kindergarten to adult education—as well as opportunities in sport, dance, drama, and 
music. These community activities are essential for our children’s physical, social, and 
emotional well-being. Any environmental or air quality impacts that threaten 
participation in these programs would have wide-reaching effects. 

Our family has been involved in Parkes hockey for many years. I playes in my 
childhood, and I continued playing until I was 55. My children and grandchildren now 
play hockey and other sports locally.  I also volunteer with several local sporting and 
community groups, helping with trail runs and events around town. In addition, I run a 
small handmade sewing and craft business and regularly attend outdoor markets, 
which would be affected by changes in air quality and visitor numbers. 

I love gardening and walking for exercise, which both support my mental health. 
However, I am concerned about potential soil contamination and air quality issues 
that could come from the EfW project. 



Furthermore, I have severe allergies and will soon undergo a major operation in Sydney. 
Poor air quality or odours from an incinerator would significantly worsen my health. My 
family also has a history of asthma, adding further concern about air pollution. 

Parkes’ economy depends heavily on farming and tourism, both of which could be 
seriously impacted by any environmental contamination or negative public perception 
linked to the EfW facility. 

Given all of these concerns, I strongly demand that the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the Parkes Energy Recovery Facility be put on hold until after 
the current inquiry is complete. 

Questions for Consideration 

1. How will emissions and odours from the incinerator be monitored and publicly 
reported, and how can residents hold operators accountable if standards are 
breached? 

2. What independent studies have been done to assess the impact on residents 
with respiratory conditions, allergies, or disabilities? 

3. How will the health and educational needs of vulnerable children—particularly 
those with sensory sensitivities—be protected? 

4. What guarantees can be provided regarding soil, water, and air contamination, 
especially for farming and gardening in the area? 

5. How will the project affect local tourism and small businesses that depend on 
Parkes’ reputation as a clean, welcoming town? 

6. Has there been a comprehensive assessment of mental health impacts, given 
the stress and uncertainty this project is already causing to residents? 

Recommendations 

• Suspend the EIS process until the inquiry findings are complete and made 
public. 

• Commission independent health and environmental impact assessments 
with full community consultation. 

• Ensure transparent air quality monitoring data is available to residents in real 
time. 

• Consider alternative waste management solutions that are safer, more 
sustainable, and less harmful to rural communities. 

• Prioritise the protection of vulnerable groups, including children with 
disabilities, the elderly, and people with chronic health conditions. 



In summary, Parkes is not just where we live—it is where our families are buried, where 

our children learn and play, and where our community thrives. This project threatens our 

health, our environment, and our way of life. I urge the decision-makers to pause and 

listen to the people of Parkes before moving forward. 

Sincerely, 

Michelle Melhuish 

Resident of Parkes, NSW 

 


