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Submission to the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy from Waste 

  

 

Dear Members of the Committee, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission to this important Inquiry. My name is , and I am 

part of a family-run farming business in the Parkes Shire. I am writing to express my strong opposition to the 

proposed Parkes Energy-from-Waste (EfW) facility and to share my deep concern about the long-term impacts such 

a development would have on our community, our agricultural industry, and our environment. 

 

I am very worried about the lasting damage this project could cause to agriculture in our region. Our livelihoods 

depend on clean air, safe water, and uncontaminated soil. The toxic emissions produced by Energy-from-Waste 

incinerators — including dioxins, heavy metals, and fine particulate matter- threaten all three. No matter how 

advanced the technology claims to be, these emissions cannot be completely eliminated. The risk of contamination 

to farmland could render productive land unusable in the future and jeopardise the integrity of local produce. 

 

Beyond agriculture, I am also deeply concerned about the health risks these emissions pose to our families and 

community. Exposure to these pollutants has been linked to serious illnesses and long-term health impacts. Allowing 

a facility like this to operate in our region puts public health, tourism, property values, and local investment at risk. 

 

I also wish to highlight the lack of genuine community consultation and transparency surrounding this proposal. For 

a project of such magnitude, the people of Parkes have not been adequately informed or engaged. Many residents 

either know very little about the proposal or have not been made aware of its potential consequences. This lack of 

transparency undermines community trust and erodes confidence in the decision-making process. 

 

It is also unacceptable that while Energy-from-Waste incinerators are banned in metropolitan NSW and the ACT due 

to their health and environmental risks, regional communities like Parkes are still being considered as potential sites. 

Regional people deserve the same health protections as those living in Sydney or Canberra. 

 

I welcome this Parliamentary Inquiry and trust that it will expose the significant risks and limited benefits of these 

incinerators. I urge Parliament to reject the Parkes EfW proposal and to instead support safe, sustainable waste 

management alternatives that protect our health, our farmland, and our future. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this matter of great importance. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 




