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| am a resident of Parkes and a former high school teacher with a strong and ongoing
interest in environmental education and sustainability. | am writing to express my
opposition to the proposed waste-to-energy (WtE) facility planned for Parkes. My
concerns are based on environmental, social, health, and economic grounds, and on
the broader implications for regional communities and future generations.

In the late 1990’s, when | was the principal of St Catherine’s College, Singleton, | helped
to organise a 6kw PV system for the school. This was a groundbreaking system for a
schoolin NSW at the time. We collaborated with our electrical provider to “write the
rules,” for such a system. In my next two roles as a principal, 1. At “Mount St Bernard
College”, Herberton, Far Nth Qld and 2. “St Philomena’s Catholic Central school” |
supported and helped organise a range of environmentally friendly systems, PV’s,
Water retention and harvesting systems, and at Herberton the early stages of
developing a better sewerage treatment system for the Boarding School. Concern for
the environment is of immense importance to me. Our current residence has about
20kw of PV’s and two 13 kw/ hr batteries.

Earlier this year, there was a chance to ask questions at a community venue. | asked the
following question. “l support environmentally friendly systems. If this system is so safe,
why is the State Government going to spend so much money on moving the garbage
about 350 klms from Sydney?” Afterall there is plenty of space east of Parkes. | did
receive an answer for this question. Despite my forty plus years of teaching English and
Debating, | could not understand the response | was given! This question about why go
to all the expense to transport garbage, is the crux of my interest.

Like so many other people in this Shire, | am genuinely concerned about health, and
economic factors from this proposed installation. If it is so safe, why not save the State
a great deal of money, by reducing the huge cost of transporting the hundreds of
thousands of tons each year.

Patrick Roohan.





