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I write my submission to the Select Committee on the Proposed Energy waste Facilities as a clear 
objection to the use of Incineration of waste as a dangerous and irresponsible way forward for 
Australia. 

 

I was born and raised in the region of Tarago NSW and now in my 80’s I find it most unsettling 
that I need to continually advocate time and time again for the region’s community safety, welfare 
and income along with the protection of the region’s natural bushland environment. 

 

Forget the Waste to energy component, the amount of energy the proposal in Tarago NSW will 
generate is underwhelming and will barely leave the facility, there are much cleaner solutions to 
energy production than this C02 belching, risky waste of money. It makes a mockery of the circular 
economy and if it was not deemed safe for Sydney why is it safe for regional Australia? How do 
our lives matter less? 

 

The amount of Diesel the Woodlawn site will burn in transportation from Sydney to Woodlawn 
via train and truck, along with the use of diesel powered generators to start the burners for the 
incineration process is concerning and not fully detailed in any of Veolia’s proposal’s. The C02 
emissions from these processes needs to be investigated, in order to get a full picture of their 
ambitions to transport and burn Sydney’s rubbish in our region. 

 

A moratorium should be enforced, for any incinerator projects proposed for NSW or Australia 
more broadly, which threaten the lives of people, the environment and food known food growing 
regions. The full extent of the exact operating systems, with evidence of the safety records and 
emissions for every international incinerator equivalent and the risks that they actually cause to 
communities needs to be investigated thoroughly, not by Paid independent experts by the waste 
industry, but by Government and with transparency for rate payers and community. Evidence 
based facts is what needs to be provided, Veolia have a track record of lying to the community 
(please see Tarago Times archives for proof). 

 

The land I reside on, pay rates for and take care of has a Conservation Covenant applied to it, 
caring for the environment is the best way I can ensure the biodiversity in my immediate patch is 
legally protected. However an incinerator 20kms from my property will, destroy the very purpose 
of protecting the flora and fauna. The airborne particulates of Furans and Dioxins, ammonia along 
with many other chemicals and even PFAS, being transferred via emissions and dust, to our water 
ways in this cool climate region, will over a period of time, endanger the current biodiversity in 
this beautiful region. Similar energy to waste incinerator facilities in Japan and Europe emit 
pollution including Acid gases, Nitrogen Oxides, heavy metals, persistent organic pollutions also 
as listed above (Report by the NSW Chief Scientist and Engineers Energy from Waster report 
2020). 

 

Currently in this area there is an endangered frog species the Green and Golden Bell Frog, which 
has a recovery plan underway run by the Mulloon Institute, part of this recovery plan identifies the 
Contamination of breeding ponds from pollutants and heavy metals will, directly impact 
amphibian reproduction, along with any food sources such as larvae. 

 



An incinerator with emissions that include ammonia, dioxides and furans – to which Veolia cannot 
safely capture and will be distributed through either the steam from the stack or through the finite 
particulates in their bottom fly ash (APCR) will over a period of 25 to 30 years taint and pollute 
the region. 

 

As a member of the Wilderness society I am aware of the recent Federal court case, that now 
requires the Environment minister to take action, and has amended The Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act. (2025). Ensuring that the recovery plans remain legally binding 
any project approvals that fail to protect endangered species are not approved. This State 
Significant project for NSW would fall under this category. 

 

I appreciate your consideration of my submission and my feelings, understanding and research as 
limited as they may be here are valid. There is no way incinerators should be allowed to operate in 
Australia, the C02 they produce is not something Australia needs to endorse or contribute further 
to. I strongly object to this proposal as do most of the community members in this region. We 
drink the water from our rooves, the Co2 will contribute to the rising global temperatures and 
we’ll all be worse off in the long run. You have a responsibility to protect every community’s health 
and safety, not just line the pockets of international corporations, for the convenience of city 
people who enjoy mass consumption, and generating too much waste for the sake of convenience. 
This is Sydney’s problem to be fixed in Sydney. 


