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Dear Hon. Chair and Committee of the Inquiry into Proposed Energy from Waste Incinerators, 

 

I write to you to express my grave concerns regarding the proposed Energy from Waste 
Incinerator at Parkes. 

 

I have been farming at Parkes my entire life, and like many others my family has been here for 
generations and care deeply for the land we live on and our close knit local community. 

 

I strongly oppose the aforementioned development for these reasons: 

 

1: Risk to the immediate surrounding pristine environment, soil and water, with any toxic 
emissions 

 

2: The resultant air quality pollution and risk to the local community 

 

3: Long term effects on food produced on surrounding land, ie maybe for 100+ km 

 

4: Perceived market risks. As farmers we are continually being subjected to increasing quality 
standards for market compliance reasons. It may get to the point that any food production within 
a certain radius of this type of facility will be banned. 

 

5: Mental Health of local farmers. as mentioned above farmers are being asked to comply with so 
much already, the added uncertainty of this project is just adding another stress to our already busy 
schedule. 

 

I'm sure all these points and many more have been covered in other submissions. 

I would like to point out that in my opinion the proposed incinerator, in this situation, 

is totally out of context. I'm certain that this type of facility was originally developed to solve the 
problem of disposing of waste in densely populated areas ie pretty much anywhere in Japan, large 
European cities etc, where there simply isn't the space for traditional methods ie landfill. The only 
places in Australia with population density approaching this are our capital cities where these same 
incinerators are banned. 

 

As to claims the EPA will ensure our safety, there are numerous cases past and current of their 
inability to resolve problems or breaches of regulation. 

 

 

An analogy that could be used to describe the idiocy of building this incinerator at Parkes would 
be to compare it to using an A380 Airbus for regional flights. Is it physically possible? Yes, runways 
could be built to facilitate this. Would that be economic? Of course not. 



 

I can only hope that this committee has the common sense, that has been so obviously lacking in 
successive governments at all levels, to take these submissions seriously and ban these incinerators 
everywhere in NSW and not just the proposed sites. 

 

It's about time our representatives started putting their constituents first rather than big business 
that fund their re-election. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 




