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My name is Chloe Pemberton. I am currently residing in the Parkes Shire and am a Personal 

Development, Health and Physical Education teacher at Parkes Christian School (PCS), working with 

secondary students. I am writing to strongly oppose the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste (EfW) 

incinerator. This proposed waste incinerator poses significant health risks for the community of PCS 

and Parkes Shire. I will address my concerns with relation to the government’s failure to meet various 

standards under the NSW legislation.  

 

Term of Reference: (d) impacts on human health including on regional town drinking water, 

rainwater harvesting and soil contamination 

Children deserve the basic right to clean and fresh air, safe water and uncontaminated food, in order to 

thrive, focus and grow in school. Due to the incinerators close proximity (6km) to PCS, I fear for the 

impact this will have on our 300+ students’ health and future. Emissions from the EfW are known to 

contain highly toxic dioxins and furans. Environmental contamination can have severe effects on 

developing children, including links to cancer, developmental problems, changes to hormone levels 

and immune system impairments. These will significantly impact the lives of students and members in 

the community, not just currently but future generations to come.  
 

These concerns were also highlighted in other areas recommended for incinerators including: 

- Eastern Creek, where the plant was rejected due to health risks to humans and the 

environment.  

- Blacktown/Kemps Creek, which did not proceed due to the proximity to residential 

communities.  

- St Mary’s plant incinerator, rejected due to the concerns about the water and air quality. 

 

It is evident that each proposal demonstrated significant risk to human health and therefore should not 

be a considered as an option to produce energy. 

 

The Australian Capital Territory [ACT] Government (2020, March) waste-to-energy policy (whilst 

outside of NSW), sets a precedent to the right clean and non-toxic air stating, “The health of the 

community and the environment are protected.” It reflects the core duty of any government, to protect 

the health and wellbeing of its people. Furthermore, the absence of community consultation regarding 

the Parkes EfW incinerator, suggests the health of residents has not been considered.  

 

The Protection of the Environment Operations Act (1997) objectives include: 

- To ensure that the community has access to relevant and meaningful information about 

pollution. 

- To reduce risks to human health. 

 

The Environment Protection Authority Waste Infrastructure Plan (2021) states the Energy from waste 

must: 

- Adhere to the precautionary principle where there is a greater risk of harm to human health 

due to proximity to high population areas (now and in the future), and in areas where there are 

regular exceedances of air quality standards from existing sources. 

 

In alignment with these policies aforementioned, it is evident the Parkes residents have not received 

sufficient information in a timely manner and the protections stated in the EPA Waste Policy (2021) 

and Environment Operations Act (1997) should be applied to the Parkes area. Rural communities 

should not be made to feel lesser to metropolitan areas, as the health of all should be considered 

equally. If this EfW incinerator was not worthy to be utilised in Sydney, why is it “fit” for a rural 

area? It is not logical or ethical to impose small towns to these health risks, especially considering the 

limited health services and resources.  

This proposal is not just a short term impact, it is a lifelong burden to communities, contaminating our 

environment which produces food for Australian’s and impacting the health of people in the 

community.  
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There are cleaner and safer alternatives to meet this need. I highly encourage the committee to 

consider dealing with the issue at the source. 

- Prioritising waste avoidance within Sydney areas – promote incentives and regulate wastage. 

Include stricter limits on wastage and encourage composting of organic waste. These areas in 

Sydney must be held accountable for their wastage.  

 

I urge you to reject this proposal and choose a safer and healthier future for the community of Parkes 

and the leading generations. We should not be forced into compromising our health and risking our 

safety. The Parkes Shire community deserves better than being treated as a dumping ground for 

Sydney’s waste. Please listen to the people of the Parkes Shire and beyond, we are saying no to this 

incinerator. I strongly oppose the EfW Incinerator. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important and urgent matter.   

Chloe Pemberton 

 


