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To whom it may concern 

My name is Andrew Townsend I am a fourth-generation mixed cropping farmer from the 
Parkes district, and I strongly oppose the proposed Energy from Waste facility. My family 
has lived and farmed here for generations, relying on clean air, healthy soil, and a safe 
environment to produce food and support our community. This proposal puts all of that 
at risk. 

As someone who has suffered from asthma, I understand how vital clean air is. The 
potential release of fine particles and pollutants from an incinerator is deeply 
concerning. These types of facilities were banned in densely populated areas because 
of the proven risks to public health, if they aren’t considered safe for cities, they 
certainly aren’t suitable for rural communities like ours. 

This proposal also sends the wrong message about the future we should be striving for. 
Instead of investing in recycling, composting, and truly sustainable waste solutions, it 
promotes the continued creation and burning of plastics. That’s not progress, it’s a step 
backwards. 

The logistics of transporting waste here makes little sense. Bringing rubbish from other 
regions by train will come at a huge environmental and financial cost. Along with that, 
the inevitable stench of waste will have a negative impact on local residents, 
businesses, and tourism. 

The agricultural and biosecurity risks are enormous. We have no clear understanding of 
what materials will be brought here and burned; asbestos, chemicals, or other 
hazardous waste could easily find their way in. The potential for contamination, pests, 
and diseases being introduced to our area is far too great a risk to our farming 
enterprises and local ecosystems. 

Our district’s agricultural reputation, community health, and environment are far too 
valuable to jeopardize. If these facilities were deemed unsafe for urban areas, then they 
are not acceptable for us either. 

There is simply too much at stake — for our health, our land, and the generations to 
come. For all these reasons above, I urge the NSW Parliament to reject this proposal. 

 
Yours Sincerely 
Andrew Townsend 
Fourth-Generation Mixed Cropping Farmer 
 
 


