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Submission to Parkes Waste Facility Proposal – Greg Neems 

To whom it may concern, 

My name is Greg Neems. I am 53 years old, born and raised in Parkes. I’ve lived here my 
entire life, raised my daughter here, and own a home in town. For the past 13 years, I’ve 
worked as a parts interpreter, supplying essential spare parts to local farmers — 
people who depend on a healthy environment and a functioning local economy. 

I strongly object to the proposed waste facility being developed near Parkes. 

This project poses serious environmental, health, and social risks to our town. Parkes 
is a fire-prone and drought-affected region — placing a hazardous facility here is 
irresponsible and dangerous. A fire at such a site could have devastating 
consequences, especially with limited emergency resources. 

Our water supply, drawn from Forbes, is already under pressure during dry times. How 
will this project impact water availability and quality for residents and farmers? 

We already suffer from a shortage of doctors, nurses, teachers, and emergency 
services. These essential services are stretched thin now — how will they cope with 
increased demand or a major incident? The town needs more support and specialists, 
not more risk. 

On a personal level, I am currently undergoing treatment for cancer. The stress 
caused by this proposal and the uncertainty around our health and safety is not good for 
anyone — especially people like me. It raises the question: what happens if we need to 
leave, but can’t sell our homes? What happens to our jobs if Parkes shrinks? 

If this project goes ahead, residents must be offered clear, guaranteed compensation 
for the potential loss of home value, job security, and health impacts. We also need 
baseline environmental and health testing to track any future changes caused by the 
facility — not after it's built, but before it's approved. 

Parkes is my home, but if this goes ahead without proper safeguards, I’ll be forced to 
consider leaving. That’s a heartbreaking decision for someone who has lived here their 
whole life. 

Please put the safety, health, and future of Parkes residents first. 

Sincerely, 
Greg Neems 
Parkes Resident 

 


