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I have lived in Parkes for most of my adult life. I have worked in the health system for over 30 
years. It has been my home, where I raised my family and built friendships over many years. I 
never imagined that I would spend my later years fighting to protect this community from a project 
like the proposed Energy-from-Waste (EfW) incinerator. 

 

If this proposal goes ahead, my only child will be leaving Parkes taking my grandchild with them. 
The thought of our family being split apart because of this proposal is devastating. At my age, I 
do not have the strength to pack up and sell my home, so I will be left behind in a town that may 
no longer feel safe or liveable. 

 

I am deeply concerned about the health impacts of this incinerator. Burning waste on this scale 
will release harmful pollutants including fine particles, dioxins, and heavy metals that can affect 
breathing, heart health, and long-term wellbeing. I do not believe any filtration system can 
guarantee safety for nearby residents, our farms, or the food we grow. 

 

We cannot trust the EPA to prevent contamination or protect communities the failures in Broken 
Hill, where lead contamination continues to affect families and children decades later, have shown 
that clearly. Once contamination occurs, it is too late. Trust has been broken, and no government 
department or corporation can give us back clean air, safe soil, or healthy water once it’s lost. 

 

The inequity in regulation is unacceptable. Energy-from-Waste incinerators are banned in Sydney 
and most of NSW due to health and environmental risks, yet the government allows them in 
regional areas like Parkes. This is not fair or reasonable regional communities deserve the same 
level of protection as those in the city. 

 

There has been no genuine consultation. Many people in Parkes had no idea this was even being 
planned until it was already well advanced. When the Special Activation Precinct was first 
announced, we were told it would be an agricultural and logistics hub something to grow jobs and 
opportunity, not an industrial waste zone. 

 

This proposal has divided our community, caused distress, and destroyed trust. The government 
needs to stop and listen. 

 

Health services in Parkes are already stretched to the limit. It is almost impossible to get a doctor’s 
appointment now, and many residents travel to neighbouring towns just to see a GP or specialist. 
If this project proceeds, how will we ever attract new medical professionals to a town known for 
burning Sydney’s waste? No doctor or nurse will want to live and work near a facility that carries 
such health risks for the community 

 

I call for a complete moratorium on all Energy-from-Waste proposals across NSW until 
independent, transparent, and peer-reviewed studies are conducted into the full health, 
environmental, and economic impacts of this industry. The Precautionary Principle should apply 
to every community not just those in metropolitan areas. 

 



Regional NSW should not be made to carry Sydney’s waste burden. Parkes deserves a future built 
on clean industries, agriculture, and community pride not pollution and uncertainty. 


