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To whom it concerns,

My name is Bethany Magill and | am writing with regards to the Parkes Energy From
Waste Facility.

I have grown up in Parkes — as has my family for many generations — working not only in
agriculture, but also the heavy vehicle industry.

I am 27 years old. | bought my first home in Parkes aged 20 at the same age | attained
my Bachelor of Business. | have a Multi Combination license and have driven B doubles
and road trains interstate, whilst driving farm equipment and working on my family’s
land since a very young age. And | now have a very respectable role with a national
regulator in the road transport sector. It is safe to say | have been bought up in and
continued to strive in the locality and industry sectors which relate quite closely to this
project.

Potentially unlike some Parkes residents, I’ve had an understanding and appreciation of
Parkes being the National Logistics Hub for most of my life, with a grasp of the key
freight routes, and the significance and potential this holds in the scheme of the freight
industry which | have a personal interest and expertise in.

For many years, | wondered if or when being the National Logistics Hub would develop
into something significant for Parkes and would love to have been excited about the
development of Parkes’ Special Activation Precinct.

In layman’s terms, the SAP started out by assuming the ownership of many thousands
of acres of lucrative farming country to the West of Parkes — a hard pill to swallow, but
something that can be appreciated to a degree if it leads to positive improvement after
many somewhat-meaningless years of being the ‘National Logistics Hub’.

So we sitin wait of the exciting investment to come to Parkes in the form of National and
Multinational organisations looking to capitalise on our new SAP, attracting the
competition of other similarly attractive competitors who desire the benefits of what
Parkes has to offer with particular bearing to Parkes’ unique location in the scheme of
the Nation and its logistics.

Image: Accessing the country’s main ports from Parkes.
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Aside from a pet food factory, potentially the first main investor in our SAP and our
National Logistics Hub is an incinerator, set to receive waste from the Greater Sydney
area.

There are so many questions that immediately come to mind, many of which I’'m not
qualified to answer although | struggle to imagine the outputs being positive:

e What are the risks to the health of locals?

e What side effects are there on air quality, soil quality, water quality as a result of
the by-products of the incinerator?

e Will this affect the quality of the crops and grains local farmers are producing
and their ability to sell them? And eventually the land they possess?

e How widespread are the effects of this? Considering a bushfire in Victoria can
cover Parkes and much of the neighboring states in smoke for days?

And the list goes on of the questions that | am unable to make a reasonably educated
comment on.

But here are the ones | can make a reasonably educated comment on:

e Would this type of business, being the hallmark of the Parkes Special Activation
Precinct and the National Logistics Hub, set the example of what we wish to
attract to fill the remainder of the 12,000 acres of land?

e Will other businesses looking to develop be turned away by the concerns related
to the Energy From Waste Facility?

e Whatimpact does the Energy From Waste Facility have on other potential
businesses and organisations coming to the area trying to attract workers
(potential new residents of Parkes)?

e What precedent does it set with regards to ‘net-zero’ emissions that so many
large companies are required to consider and work toward these days? Would
developing in the proximity of an incinerator conflict their organisational
benchmarks and present potential additional costs and risks? Thus meaning
they won’t build here anyway?

e Does the Energy From Waste Facility make effective use of Parkes as the
National Logistics Hub?

In my opinion:

The potential Energy From Waste Facility sets a poor example of the type of businesses
and organisations Parkes needs to be inviting to set an example and build a successful
Special Activation Precinct and National Logistics Hub.

Thousands of acres of successful farming country (with homes on them might we add)
that have been forfeited ought to result in businesses that bring only benefits to the
town and the community. Of all of the successful organisations that could develop here



that also create jobs, that also bring business to the town, that also add value to the
Precinct, is an Energy From Waste Facility it? Is that where success and longevity and
health and safety build from? Attracting like-minded, successful, competitive
businesses along with it? | doubt it.

Granted I’m trying to veer away from emotional input here — | will say that businesses
investing in this town and project should be an exciting milestone, not something that
generates so much turmoil. Given the “first step’ to really filling the SAP has generated
so much distress on something that is optimally set up for success, doesn’t that say
enough about us not being on the right track here? Anyway...

Not unlike the residents of Parkes — future potential businesses, their staff, their
prospective workers required to fill and utilise the rest of the Precinct will all have the
same concerns | raised earlier regarding health and safety if they come here. Will we be
left clutching at straws to occupy the Precinct with the high-quality investors and
residents we desire?

The level of successful organisations who have the potential to develop in Parkes with
particular bearing to its freight and logistics benefits not only bring lucrative business
and jobs to the town, but also have obligations to honour growing pressure with relation
to sustainability targets. My inclination would be that the risk of costs incurred by
managing these potential sustainability or quality controls by high-level investors would
be enough to turn them away from considering Parkes despite all else saying it would be
a great place to invest as a business or organisation relying on freight and logistics.

My family’s transport business, to secure contracts with National and Multinational
organisations, have had to provide evidence of what we do in our small business to
consider and manage sustainability targets —we all know it is an expectation in
business to consider and manage this in this day and age. And failure to do so generally
means failure to obtain a contract or similar.

Why would businesses consider building here with environmental and sustainability
risks? | understand I’m not educated in how these emissions are managed by the Energy
From Waste Facility — if anyone was, this conversation wouldn’t be a conversation. But
for businesses experiencing growth or looking for investment, they aren’t going to wait
or do the digging hoping someone will tell them a massive incinerator might be fine.
They’ll simply find somewhere else to go.

Reminder - it will only take a handful of organisations to withdraw from developing here
and the competition in the market, value and attractiveness of developing in Parkes
quickly whittles away.

And finally — is the Energy From Waste Facility being developed here because it is
capitalising on the unique value that Parkes, the National Logistics Hub and Special



Activation Precinct offers on a National freight scale? Not in the slightest. So why
Parkes?

Given the majority of this freight is to be bought in from Sydney by train, and the output
doesn’t require freight — why does it need to be in the heart of the National Logistics
Hub? Presenting risks to the town and to the businesses who would want to positively
contribute in Parkes based on its strengths in the Transport and Logistics Sectors? Its
got me beat.

In my opinion, Parkes has nothing unique to offer the Energy From Waste Facility that
can’t be found elsewhere. Nor does the Energy From Waste Facility offer any unique
benefits to Parkes by being here.

As aresult, | write this letter to voice my opposition to the facility being developed here.

Yours truly,

Bethany Magill



