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To the Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities, 

I am a multi-generational farmer in the Central West town of Peak Hill, 50 kilometres north of Parkes. 

I am married with 2 children and with many family members in the area also farming. I run a Poll 

Merino and Merino sheep stud, Westray Merinos, which has operated successfully in the district for 

almost 50 years. We only recently held our 49th on-farm stud sale with a clearance of 132 out of 142. 

We have regular buyers from the region, as well as interstate repeat clients in Victoria, Queensland 

and Western Australia. 

I have concern over the land and property values as a direct result of the proposed EfW facility at 

Parkes, the possible contamination and devaluation of farm produce and stock due to negative 

stigma associated, and adverse health effects from emissions produced inside furnace’s incineration 

process. 

As a proud primary producer with a rich history of generations of farmers before me, I hold grave 

thoughts of the possibility of having to leave the land due to lowering of land values that could be 

possible if this plan goes forward. Majority of farm owners utilise overdraft facilities to continue to 

work the land and feed the population to the best of their ability, and the on-flow effects to 

decreasing property prices will directly impact the continued profitability and operation of family-

owned farms and enterprises. There needs to be a guarantee that land values will not decrease if this 

facility is constructed and operated by the proponents. This can be achieved by the subsection s.51 

of the Australian Constitution to provide compensation “on just terms” if any issues arise. 

I also hold major concern around the contamination of produce, soil, water and air due to the 

release of dangerous emissions as result of burning plastics, oils and other possibly hazardous 

materials. This will create a negative stigma of one of the most productive agricultural regions in the 

state, which would affect consumer prices (rising due to lower supply) and cause many farmers to 

walk off the land. This should never have to be an option, especially if we are railroaded into making 

it. 

I would lastly like to express my worries around human health. With 2 young children in tow, I want 

them to be able to choose to live in the area if they wish, without fear of adverse health effects. 

Continuous monitoring of these facilities should occur, with weekly testing of the emissions 

completed by independent testing agencies and peer reviewed. 

 

With thanks 

Blake Tremain Cannon 

 




