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To the Members of the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry, 
My name is Sue Gersbach, and I’ve lived in Parkes for over forty years. I raised my family 
here, taught generations of local children, and have always been proud to call this beautiful 
part of the Central West my home. 

 
I’m writing to say, as plainly as I can, that I do not support the proposed Energy-from-Waste 
facility in Parkes. I find the whole idea deeply worrying. No matter how it’s described or 
dressed up, it’s still an incinerator that burns rubbish and sends harmful emissions into the 
air we all breathe. These kinds of facilities release things like fine particles, nitrogen oxides, 
sulphur dioxide, dioxins, and heavy metals — and those pollutants are known to cause 
serious health problems. Even at low levels, they can affect our lungs, our hearts, and our 
children’s development. 

 
I lived through the 1991 Bogan Gate incinerator proposal and remember how fiercely the 
residents stood against it back then. The same risks exist today — pollution, odour, and 
contamination of soil and water. Technology might have improved, but it hasn’t made these 
problems disappear. If anything, other countries that once relied on burning waste, like 
Denmark and Japan, are now moving away from it and turning back to recycling and waste 
reduction. 

 
Parkes is a small country town surrounded by prime agricultural land. This region produces 
some of the best grain, meat, and wool in Australia. Farming and agriculture are our 
lifeblood — they’ve sustained families here for generations. So why on earth has this project 
even been considered in a place like Parkes, where primary production is our main 
industry? Why should we, in the country, carry the burden of Sydney’s waste problem? Why 
put it here and risk destroying everything that sustains us — our air, our water, our soil, 
and the reputation we’ve built over generations? These concerns around this proposal have 
already shaken people. I know of locals who have already sold their homes, believing the 



writing is on the wall. That’s heartbreaking to see — people who love this town and have 
contributed so much are now losing faith in its future. There are better and cleaner ways to 
deal with waste. We should be focusing on reducing what we throw away, reusing materials, 
recycling properly, and composting organics — not burning rubbish, and certainly not 
burning rubbish that isn’t even ours. These methods are proven, sustainable, and don’t 
pollute our air or damage our farmland. Investing in recycling industries and a circular 
economy would create real jobs and keep resources in use longer, instead of turning them 
into smoke and ash. 

 
Just as importantly, there must be greater producer responsibility. Companies that create 
excessive packaging and disposable products need to be held accountable for the waste they 
produce. It shouldn’t fall on country towns like Parkes to clean up the mess or host the 
facilities to deal with it. If businesses were made to take more responsibility for their 
products and packaging, there would be far less waste to begin with. 

 
I am far from comfortable with the idea of living in an environment that no longer has the 
fresh country air I’ve been used to and appreciate beyond words. It’s one of the great joys of 
living here — stepping outside and breathing that clean, open air. Once that’s gone, we can’t 
get it back. Please listen to the people who live here. We are not against progress — we just 
want to protect our health, our land, and our way of life. 

 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Sue Gersbach 
Parkes, NSW 
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