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Submission Opposing the Proposed Parkes Energy Recovery Facility (EfW 
Incinerator) 

As a young person living and working in Parkes, I’m writing to strongly oppose the 
proposed Energy-from-Waste incinerator planned for our town. This project doesn’t 
reflect the kind of future we want - one that’s healthy, fair, and sustainable. I urge the 
decision-makers to listen to the people who actually live here and reject this proposal. 

Health Risks Are Real 

There’s plenty of global research showing that incinerators - even the modern ones - still 
release harmful pollutants like dioxins, heavy metals, and fine particles. These build up 
in the air, soil, and water over time, causing detrimental harm to our environment. The 
U.S. EPA has said that even the best technology cannot eliminate these risks. Although 
the argument that it is “low risk” doesn’t mean that there is no risk. This facility would 
run 24/7, next to our farmland, homes, schools, and hospital. Why should we be the 
ones exposed to that?  

Other communities like Eastern Creek, Matraville, Lara, and Goulburn have already 
pushed back against similar projects for the same reasons. If it’s too risky for Sydney, 
why is it okay for the community of Parkes? 

This isn’t right—and it isn’t equal 

This incinerator would burn up to 600,000 tonnes of Sydney’s waste every year right here 
in our backyard. This is not circular economy, it is carelessly dumping responsibility on 
regional towns. The government banned these facilities in metro areas, but now they’re 
pushing them onto rural communities like ours. That’s a double standard, and it isn’t 
acceptable. 

Parkes is known for its strong farming, clean country air, and community pride. This 
project threatens all of that. It’s not just about pollution it’s about respect. Our voices 
matter, and we deserve equal treatment and consideration in all matters related to 
environmental safety, especially when it directly involves our community. We are calling 
out for protection.  

We Deserve Transparency 

Most people in Parkes were unaware that the incinerator was even part of the plan until 
it was already moving forward. It was presented as part of a “green” industrial precinct, 
yet the billion-dollar waste burner was not clearly explained. That’s not true 
consultation. We deserve honesty.  

Let’s Build a Better Future 

This incinerator isn’t a solution it’s a shortcut. It’s part of a broken waste system that 
puts industry ahead of community wellbeing. Parkes could be a leader in clean 



technology, recycling, and solar panel recovery. We don’t need to import Sydney’s 
garbage to create jobs or innovation. 

Please reject this proposal. Invest in solutions that actually protect our health, land, and 
future. We’re ready to build something better - and we want to be part of the decision. 

Sincerely,  

  

Parkes Resident & Worker.  

 




