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Submission: Opposition to the Proposed Energy from Waste Incinerator – Parkes, NSW 

 

To whom it may concern, 

 

I am are writing as long-term Parkes resident, parent, and small business owner whose livelihood 
relies directly on the strength of our region’s farming and agricultural sectors. We strongly oppose 
the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator for Parkes. 

 

1. My Family’s Health and Community Wellbeing Must Come First 

As a parent raising our children in this community, i am deeply concerned about the unknown and 
potentially dangerous health impacts of this proposal. Energy from Waste facilities in other regions 
and countries have been associated with the release of harmful pollutants such as dioxins, heavy 
metals, and fine particulate matter — all of which are known to contribute to respiratory disease, 
developmental issues, and even cancers. 

 

Children are especially vulnerable to these pollutants, as their developing bodies absorb toxins 
more readily. It is deeply concerning that this project has progressed without clear, accessible 
information about how these risks would be monitored, mitigated, or prevented. 

 

No family should have to question the safety of their air, water, or soil because of an industrial 
project that offers no direct benefit to the local community. 

 

2. Risk to Agriculture and the Local Economy 

Our business relies heavily on the local farming and agricultural industries — industries that 
depend on clean soil, safe water, and a healthy environment. If these are compromised, it won’t 
just affect farmers; it will impact every connected business, service, and job in our region. 

 

Any contamination of soil or water will have long-term and possibly irreversible effects on local 
production, livestock health, and market reputation. Once damaged, these systems cannot easily 
be restored — and the consequences would extend far beyond Parkes. 

 

This project presents an unacceptable level of environmental and economic risk for something 
that is not even a Parkes-generated issue. We should not be expected to bear the burden and 
potential fallout of processing other regions’ waste. 

 

3. Lack of Genuine Community Consultation 

There has been a serious lack of proper consultation with local residents, families, and business 
owners. Many in our community were unaware of the full details of this proposal until it was 
already well advanced. 

 



Decisions of this magnitude — particularly those that could alter the health and character of our 
town — must be made transparently and with the full participation of the people they most affect. 
This process has fallen well short of that standard. 

 

4. Economic Gain Should Never Outweigh Health or Environment 

While i understand the importance of economic growth and innovation, no amount of profit or 
industrial progress should come before the health and safety of local families or the protection of 
our environment. 

 

Any short-term financial or employment gains are meaningless if the long-term result is 
environmental degradation, loss of agricultural productivity, or increased health problems for 
future generations. 

 

5. A Legacy Worth Leaving 

Parkes is a proud regional town built on community, hard work, and connection to the land. We 
want to see it continue to thrive — not become a testing ground for projects that put our health, 
economy, and environment at risk. 

 

We owe it to our children, and to the generations that follow, to ensure that decisions made today 
protect their future. Once an incinerator of this nature is built, there is no going back. 

 

In Summary 

• The project poses unacceptable health risks to local families and children. 

• It threatens the long-term viability of agriculture and dependent businesses. 

• There has been inadequate community consultation and transparency. 

• The proposal benefits outside interests, not the Parkes community. 

• Economic benefit must never outweigh the health and environmental safety of our people. 

 

For these reasons, i strongly urge decision-makers to reject the proposed Energy from Waste 
incinerator for Parkes, NSW. The risks are simply too great — to our health, our livelihoods, and 
the legacy we wish to leave behind. 

 

Respectfully, 

Greg Turner 

Parkes, NSW 

Local Resident & Business Owner 


