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To the Committee, 
 
My name is Emily Gersbach, and I’m a lifelong Parkes local and teacher. My partner and I 
love living here, surrounded by family and friends, and we’re proud to build our future in 
this community. But this proposal has cast a shadow over our hopes for a clean, safe, and 
thriving future in the town we’ve always been proud to call home. 
 
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed Energy-from-Waste (EfW) 
facility in Parkes. While I understand the need to manage waste responsibly, I do not believe 
incinerating it is the right path forward — especially in a regional community like ours. 
 
Our town is known for its open spaces, friendly atmosphere, and events like the Elvis 
Festival that bring people from all over to experience what makes Parkes special. An EfW 
facility would change the character of our town and risk undermining the positive image 
we’ve built — one based on community, hospitality, and pride of place. 
 
Even with “modern” technology, waste incineration can release fine particulates and other 
pollutants that affect air quality, soil health, and water safety. For families with young 
children — like mine — that’s deeply concerning. 
 
Health and wellbeing must come first. Our community already struggles with limited access 
to healthcare services. Specialist appointments often require long travel or months of 
waiting. Adding a potential pollution source that could increase respiratory or other health 
issues would only worsen the pressure on families and on an already stretched local health 
system. 
 
As a teacher, I see every day how much hope and potential there is in the next generation of 
children in our area. They deserve a future built on sustainability and smart choices, not 
short-term fixes that carry long-term risks. There are better, cleaner alternatives — 
investment in large-scale recycling programs, reuse initiatives, composting, and stronger 
producer responsibility from the companies that generate the waste in the first place. These 



are the kinds of solutions that genuinely move us toward a circular economy and protect 
both people and the environment. 
 
Our community’s strength lies in our care for each other and the land we live on. This 
proposal undermines that. I urge the Inquiry to reject the Parkes EfW project and instead 
promote waste management approaches that are cleaner, safer, and more aligned with the 
wellbeing of regional communities. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to make this submission. 
 
Kind regards, 
Emily Gersbach 
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