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Subject: Submission to the Inquiry into Waste to Energy in NSW 

To the NSW Parliament Inquiry Committee, 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed expansion of Waste to Energy 
(WTE) facilities in New South Wales. As a concerned local resident and business owner, I run a 
farm that produces and sells eggs and hosts visitors through a farm stay on our property. I 
believe that the introduction of WTE plants in our area poses significant risks to both the health 
and well-being of our community, particularly to our children, and to the future of my business. 
One of my most serious concerns, however, is the lack of consultation with local communities, 
which is essential in making decisions that affect public health, agriculture, and the local 
economy. Below, I outline several reasons why these projects should not move forward. 

1. Lack of Consultation with Affected Communities: 
It is deeply concerning that such an important and potentially harmful project as WTE 
facilities has been pursued with limited or no meaningful consultation with the local 
communities that will be directly impacted. As a local business owner and producer of 
consumable products I, along with many other residents, have not been adequately 
informed about the risks or consulted about the potential environmental, health, and 
economic consequences of WTE projects. If these projects are going to be introduced, it 
is essential that all stakeholders, including residents, farmers, and local businesses, 
have a genuine opportunity to voice their concerns and contribute to the decision-
making process. 

Community consultation is vital for ensuring that the voices of those who will bear the 
brunt of the consequences are heard. Without proper consultation, decisions are being 
made without considering the long-term welfare of the people who live, work, and raise 
families in these areas. For instance, had there been proper engagement, it is likely that 
the serious risks to children’s health, agriculture, and local tourism would have been 
flagged earlier and could have influenced the decision-making process in a more 
informed direction. As a mother and stepmother I would hate to see my children 
adversely affected.  

2. Contamination Risks to Agriculture and Livelihood: 
As a farm that raises chickens for eggs, the potential for contamination from WTE 
facilities is a major concern. The incineration of waste releases harmful pollutants such 
as dioxins, furans, and heavy metals into the air, which can then settle on nearby land. 
This exposure could taint the feed for my chickens and compromise the quality of the 
eggs produced, undermining both the health of my livestock and the reputation of my 
farm as a source of clean, safe food. For families who choose to buy our eggs, the 
possibility of contamination would be a significant blow to their trust in the integrity of 
our products. This is unacceptable.  

3. Health Risks, Particularly to Children: 
The pollutants released by WTE incinerators—such as particulate matter, dioxins, and 
other toxic chemicals—pose serious health risks, especially to vulnerable populations 
like children. My 3 youngest children attend school at Parkes East (within the 10km 
fallout zone of the WTE Incinerator). Studies have shown that children are more 
susceptible to the harmful effects of air pollution due to their developing respiratory and 
immune systems. Exposure to dioxins, in particular, can disrupt hormonal development 



and have long-term effects on brain development, leading to learning disabilities and 
developmental delays. As a mother with a child that is neurologically diverse I feel 
adding further potential complications could impact us as a family negatively. For 
parents visiting our farm stay or living in the area, this would be a grave concern. The 
introduction of a WTE facility near our farm could expose our children to these harmful 
pollutants, affecting their short- and long-term health. 

Beyond the immediate health effects, exposure to toxic substances like heavy metals 
and dioxins can also increase the risk of cancer and other chronic illnesses later in life. 
This is a risk that we should not be willing to take with the futures of our children. 

4. Health and Environmental Impacts on Visitors: 
Our farm stay provides an opportunity for families to reconnect with nature in a clean 
and healthy environment. However, if WTE facilities are introduced nearby, the harmful 
pollutants they emit would diminish the health and safety of the air quality around our 
property. This poses risks not only to my family but also to the visitors who come to our 
farm for a safe and healthy retreat. The idea that visitors—especially families with 
children—could be exposed to toxic air pollutants is deeply concerning and could 
severely impact the tourism sector in our area. 

5. Economic and Environmental Inefficiency: 
Building and maintaining WTE facilities is a costly endeavour, and the potential health 
risks to children and the wider community could increase long-term healthcare and 
environmental management costs. In contrast, investing in zero waste strategies, such 
as better recycling programs and organic waste composting, would reduce waste and 
pollution without the harmful side effects associated with incineration. 

6. Alternatives to Waste to Energy: 
We must focus on waste management technologies that do not harm our communities 
and future generations. Sustainable solutions such as composting, recycling, and 
implementing zero waste policies are both environmentally sound and economically 
viable. These approaches promote public health and protect the agricultural industry 
from contamination, while also safeguarding the well-being of our children and their 
future. 

In conclusion, I strongly oppose the development of Waste to Energy facilities in our region, 
particularly given the lack of adequate consultation with local communities. The risks posed to 
my health and my children’s health, the contamination of our agricultural products including my 
own business and the potential long-term environmental damage far outweigh any supposed 
benefits of these facilities. I urge the NSW Parliament to reject the expansion of WTE projects 
and to invest in sustainable alternatives that prioritize the health and future of our children and 
our community.  

Thank you for considering my submission. I trust the committee will carefully consider the long-
term impact of WTE facilities and choose a path that supports both public health and the 
environment. 

Yours sincerely, 
  

 




