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My name is Janet Callaghan, and I'm a lifelong resident of Forbes. | was born and raised
here, raised my own family here, and my roots in this region go back generations. | also
run a well-established homewares shop in town, so I'm deeply connected to the local
community and economy. Like many locals, I’'m worried about what the proposed Energy
from Waste facility near Parkes could mean for our future — for our health, our
environment, and the way people see our region.

1. Health and Safety for Our Community

My biggest concern is the potential health impacts from emissions and toxic pollutants.
We’ve seen examples overseas — like in France, where residents were warned not to
eat eggs from local farms because of contamination linked to waste facilities. Once
these toxins are in the air and soil, they can spread far beyond the immediate site. With
our strong winds and open landscapes, this could easily affect nearby towns like Forbes,
Trundle, and Peak Hill, maybe even further afield, not just Parkes. We all deserve to feel
safe about the air we breathe and the food we grow.

2. Environmental Impacts

We live in a farming region that depends on clean air, water, and soil. Any pollution from
this facility could affect our animals, crops, and waterways. Once contamination enters
the ecosystem, it’s incredibly difficult to reverse. Our farmers already face enough
challenges — drought, rising costs, and market pressures — without the added worry of
pollution from an industrial incinerator. The balance of our local environment is delicate,
and we shouldn’t take risks with it.

3. Impact on Regional Identity and Economy

This region is known for their friendly people, open spaces, and strong farming and
tourism industries. But if this project goes ahead, Parkes could become known as an
industrial town or, worse, the garbage dump of Sydney. That’s not the kind of reputation
any of us want for our region. It could turn visitors away, and that would hurt local



businesses like mine that rely on tourism and passing trade. On top of that, train loads of
rubbish could attract rodents and increase fire risks, and there’s also the chance of
waste escaping along the train route, littering towns and farmland. | question whether
these risks have been fully considered. None of which aligns with the future we want for
our communities.

I hope the Committee will take our concerns seriously. We're proud of where we live and
want to see our towns grow and thrive in safe, sustainable ways — not become a
dumping ground for other people’s waste. Please consider the long-term impact on our
people, our environment, and the identity of the Central West.

Kind regards,

Janet Callaghan
Forbes Resident and Business Owner
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