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To the Parliamentary Inquiry - waste to energy incinerators, 

 

I recognise there are legislative constraints on what can be considered in the planning framework 
and that all issues mentioned below probably don't fit within this framework. I submit the 
following descriptions of some existing observations, circumstances and concerns to provide a 
local perspective on the incinerator proposal. 

 

1. Human Health 

When the wind blows to where I live from the direction of Woodlawn, sometimes I can smell the 
same smell that I experience when I drive along Collector Rd right alongside the entrance to 
Woodlawn. It's not a natural smell and it's not pleasant. When I detect the smell, it seems likely 
that I am exposed to whatever material or chemicals are causing the smell and breathing it in. If 
my house windows are open, it seems the materials or chemicals are inside my house, coming into 
contact with humans and all other surfaces. I don't know if they 'stick' to surfaces, which I continue 
to have contact with after no longer detecting the smell. 

 

Whatever the materials or chemicals are, when they're at my house, they have travelled kilometres 
past, though, or over others houses, productive landscapes with agricultural land, grain and wildlife 
(incl threatened wildlife), and stock. This includes contact with stock that makes its way into the 
food chain; possibly consumed by people in Sydney and others. 

 

Why should I and others in the area be exposed to even the hint of a health risk that residents of 
Sydney will be excluded from if the incinerators goes ahead at Tallong? Why should primary 
producers be at risk of their animals and products being contaminated - directly or through a risk 
of water contamination, for example? 

 

2) Leaks and other non-compliance or accidental contamination 

Last year, or possibly 2023, I passed Woodlawn regularly over the course of a few weeks. A leak 
from an existing Woodlawn water holding facility (dam?) was running into an external watercourse, 
across the road and into a paddock. The paddock is farm land and I regularly see native wildlife in 
the area. The amount was like a very small creek - not a major flow. But it was draining at least 
this amount apparently over multiple days, seemingly 24hrs a day. I don't remember the exact 
amount but I expect the EPA will know, and know how long it flowed for. 

 

I have no confidence in the responsiveness of incinerator management to prevent avoidable 
failures and to respond urgently in a manner that is led by the public interest (not their own interest 
or that of government - public interest first). 

 

3) Transport and use of local roads 

I understand much of the proposed waste would be transported to Tallong by rail. Trucks are then 
needed to travel along Bungendore Rd and Collector Rd. About 2yrs ago, local government 
resurfaced part of Collector Rd. At least part of that section is again subsiding significantly in long 
stretches. This adds to hazardous driving conditions. Surely this will be worse with increased trucks 



to accommodate increased waste. Perhaps a complete re-do of the road will be funded. Perhaps 
not. What will happen when the number of truck trips is increased? 

 

4) Waste blown across several kilometres of farmland and road reserve 

Every month or two, there is a disproportionately high amount of soft plastic waste scattered 
around the landscape on trees, fences, and tussocks. It usually takes at least weeks for it to be 
cleared. Sometimes the plastic has started to tear into smaller pieces, increasing the scatter and 
making it harder to pick up. Some seems entirely missed by clean-ups and is left to degrade. This 
is mostly along Collector Rd, but also visible in a disproportionate amount on Bungendore Rd 
between Collector Rd and Bungendore. The large pieces of soft plastics along Bungendore Rd do 
not seem to be collected. 

 

5) Waste from Canberra/Queanbeyan 

I regularly see trucks travelling north and south on the Kings Hwy and Bungendore-Tarago Rd - 
as far as the southern side of Queanbeyan. The trucks are filthy, white underneath and have "Tiger" 
branding. I sometimes see pieces of soft plastic flapping out the top of these trucks uncontrolled 
and not contained. It's not conclusive, but the plastic I see flapping out the top of trucks is the 
same in texture, size and sometimes colour of plastic that I see scattered on the road side to 
Bungendore. 

 

Again, I suggest a lack of confidence in the handling of compliance with respect to the waste and 
operation of facilities that mitigates against environmental impacts. 

 

Also, is the larger incinerator proposed to take Canberra and Queanbeyan waste for the foreseeable 
future? it seems to now in some way. Is the future volume of regional waste factored into the 
proposed capacity of the incinerator and has the future capacity been included in proposed 
environmental impact studies now? 

 

6) Anticipated future expansion of the existing proposal 

The Goulburn waste facility has a 'shelf-life'. I heard it was about 20yrs from memory. Will the 
plan be to expand incinerator operation into the future, to accommodate burning Goulburn's 
waste? I imagine future potential expansion to accommodation regional waste is already mentioned 
in proposals etc. I haven't looked, but is related modelling public? 

 

7) Increase of general road use by workers, utilities etc (ie other than tucked waste) 

The two roads to Woodlawn from Goulburn are both small rural roads that currently service 
comparatively few residents and local road users. Personal experience of many drivers who don't 
seem to be local, is that it's like they are on a commute to and from work. It's not infrequent that 
drivers are travelling over the 100km limit in any conditions - darkness, rain, fog, active wildlife 
etc. The road surface, wildlife, occasionally roaming stock already pose conditions that drivers 
should respond to, in order to ensure they are driving safely, to road conditions. Many don't. I've 
seen them exit existing Woodlawn facilities behind me, which is a give-away. Or they've travelling 
in a row of several cars. I've only seen this involving cars in or out of existing Woodlawn facilities. 
These are not local drivers or others attending local properties. 



 

An increase in drivers 'on a commute' risks increasing road traffic on largely unpoliced roads, 
which increases the likelihood of drivers; some of whom are likely to be willing to be hazardous. 
I've seen marked police on Currawang and Collector Rds. once in several years. 

 

I also saw an advert for jobs for Woodlawn facilities in around October - November 2024. Across 
2025, I have observed an increase of 'domestic' waste, seemingly dumped on the side of the road. 
At times I stop to pick it up, to dispose of it properly. Sometimes it's just too often. When I have 
picked it up, its discarded wrappers etc from mostly food / drink products from 'convenience' 
sections of supermarkets. The type people buy to eat 'out'. Sometimes the waste reappears in the 
same location repeatedly. It's highly unlikely to be locals or even tradies etc attending local 
properties. Who is it then? Who else regularly uses the road? Commuters between Goulburn and 
Woodlawn facilities. 

 

The proposed large incinerator may bring an increase in local jobs, or may see jobs go to others 
who move to the area for work. That's fine. Good even. However, jobs are needed everywhere. 
People in in or near Sydney would take jobs near to them and people living elsewhere could equally 
move to a location near Sydney, if not in Sydney, where Sydney waste should be disposed of. 

 

How workers behave on their commute may not be the responsibility of current or future owners 
and operators of the Woodlawn facilities. However, when considering social and environmental 
impacts of increased operation etc, I'd ask that 'hidden' impacts be considered by the committee 
to the extent possible. 

 

Ultimately, I ask that NO regional town or village, or farming community have the incinerator 
imposed on it. Rural lives and health are no less valuable than those in Sydney. Who contributes 
to Sydney's food sources, for example? 

 

Expanding existing facilities will likely exacerbate all the circumstances I have described and bring 
new risks. 

 

A solution should be found for Sydney's waste IN SYDNEY. Goulburn doesn't transport is 
general waste to Sydney does it? Why transport Sydney's waste to another community? If the 
reasons are because of high population numbers and associated loud voices, I again suggest rural 
and regional lives are at least as equally important as those in Sydney. 

 

I'd also call for as much effort, time and money be put into reducing consumer waste and better 
regulating packaging that has gone into trying to burn Sydney's waste in regional and rural areas. 

 

Thanks for your time. 


