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Subject: Submission to NSW Parliamentary Inquiry – Objection to Woodlawn Incinerator 
 
To:  Select Committee on Proposed Energy from Waste Facilities 
 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
We are local farmers who have lived and worked on the land in the Southern Tablelands for 
many generations. Our families have deep roots in this region, and we are writing to express our 
strong objection to the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) incinerator at Woodlawn, near 
Tarago. 
 
This facility, which would burn up to 600,000 tonnes of Sydney’s waste annually, poses 
unacceptable risks to our environment, our health, and the future of our farming livelihoods. 
 
Environmental Risks 
 
• The incinerator threatens local air quality, releasing toxic pollutants including dioxins, heavy 
metals, and fine particulate matter. 
• It endangers nearby ecosystems, including Lake George and surrounding farmland, through 
potential contamination of soil and water. 
• We are especially concerned about the impact on the water table. Our farms rely on clean 
groundwater for crops, livestock, and household use. Any leaching of contaminants could 
irreversibly damage this vital resource. 
 
 
Health and Community Impact 
 
• Residents in Tarago, Bungendore, Collector, Goulburn, and even Canberra could be exposed 
to harmful emissions. 
• There has been inadequate consultation with affected communities, many of whom feel 
ignored and dismissed. 
• The incinerator would operate 24/7, bringing noise, traffic, and industrial disruption to a 
peaceful rural area. 
 
 
Threat to Generational Farming 
 
• Our families have farmed this land for decades — some for over a century. We are stewards of 
this landscape, and we fear this project will make it harder to pass our farms on to the next 
generation. 
• The stigma of being near a waste incinerator could damage the reputation of our produce and 
reduce land values. 
 



 
Location Concerns 
 
• If this technology is truly as safe as proponents claim, then it should be located in Sydney — 
where the waste is generated — not in a rural community that has no say in the matter. 
• Transporting hundreds of thousands of tonnes of waste over long distances increases 
emissions and road risks, undermining any environmental benefits the project claims to offer. 
 
 
We urge the committee to reject this proposal and prioritize the health of our communities and 
environment. The Southern Tablelands should not become Sydney’s dumping ground. We 
deserve clean air, safe water, and a future free from industrial pollution. 
 
Thank you for considering our submission. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Concerned Local Landholder 
 
Goulburn NSW 2580 
 


