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As a former long term manager at the Powerhouse Museum and ongoing museum and heritage 
professional, I have been very concerned about cuts to staffing at the Art Gallery of NSW and the high 
cost of consultants and programs at the Powerhouse Museum. 

As society faces massive challenges with climate change and a distrust in science, one of the most 
important educational activities for our museum sector should be educating all audience sectors in 
evidence based science and technology. It is very unfortunate that there has been very poor planning 
for over a decade to result in three very high cost redevelopment projects for the Powerhouse with no 
actual museum open for many years. Programming from the Powerhouse has been based on 
supporting creative artists in writing, photography, installations etc, which is only a very small part of 
what a major state museum of technology, science and design should be doing. The Ultimo 
Powerhouse had very high audience numbers learning about computing, space, experimentation and 
innovation from real historical collections and nands on interactivity. The Powerhouse has used billions 
of dollars in capital projects, consultants, associates and artists to very little advantage to the broader 
community. I am concerned that executives have promised future ‘museums’will be able to attract 
high income from events etc.. this is not the case anywhere in the world. The Powerhouse in Ultimo 
began to go downhill when it leased out half of the temporary exhibition space to UTS. I know that 
expensive business cases were prepared and then shelved because they could not prove that huge 
new projects were economically viable. New consultants were found who could come up with 
convincing, but probably misleading numbers. There are many experienced museum leaders in 
Australia and internationally who have spoken out about poor planning and waste of public money in 
the last decade. It’s time to listen to them. 

 

The Art Gallery has been doing a wonderful job attracting a broad range of audiences and diverse 
programming. It should not be penalised for this. Museums and galleries need experienced 
professional staff to serve the public and care for priceless and irreplaceable public collections. Please 
fund them properly and review the plan to unnecessarily re-develop the Powerhouse in Ultimo. 


