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SUBMISSION FOR THE PARLIAMENTADRY INQUIRY INTO PROPOSED
ENERGY FROM WASTE FACILITIES FOR PARKES NSW AND REGIONAL
AREAS

Background

My name is Vicki Barry. | reside in Parkes and have done so (on and off) for 60 years. |
keep returning to Parkes as it is a great town and my family is here. It has many facilities for
a smaller town, that can be enjoyed by all residents.

| relish the proximity to all the town facilities. | love being minutes from the shops as well as a
short drive to visit friends on their farms. The fresh air, healthy livestock and strong healthy
crops always make my heart sing.

Even though Parkes doesn’t have all the advantages of a city life, it is easy to sacrifice some
facilities for the healthy lifestyle afforded to me by this beautiful town. Knowing every day;, |
can inhale clean air and easily see the sky and stars at night, is an activity | never thought |
would ever risk losing.

| am also enjoying the next generation (friend’s grown children), who are smart enough to
choose to live in Parkes as it is a good life/work balance to raise their families.

Concerns

There are so many concerns if this project goes ahead. So many, that myself and many
others, are not sleeping. We are all concerned over what will be left for the future. To think
that the people of Parkes have worked hard, paid their bills and contributed to the
community (personal future investment), only to learn that it was vain, is an extremely
distressing situation. Some concerns still bothering me:

= Toxins - that will be left to float into the atmosphere. It is unhealthy under any
circumstances and downright poisonous. Zero Waste in Europe (evidence on their
website) has found, that on farms, not so far from their incinerator, have strong
contamination. This means no farm produce can be sold. Eggs have been found with
60% mercury in the shells. The only safe amount of mercury in a person is 0.

» Ash residue - a toxic pollutant that has no current safe way to recycle, it is just too toxic
to do anything with.

= Emissions — The wind will carry the emissions, with no limit as to where they will end up.
During the Australian severe dust storms, some of the dust ended up in NZ (available
through media archives). A huge toxic risk.

=  Water — Parkes is frequently on water restrictions due to the fact we are not positioned
near a river, and we usually have very hot, dry summers. The proposed facility will suck
up thousands of litres daily. The Parkes residents will be severely inconvenienced
through stronger restrictions and, no doubt, rate payers will have to factor in a massive $
increase for council purchasing additional water.

=  Why? —is Parkes responsible for Sydney waste.

Economic value

Parkes is very much a food belt. It has crops and livestock. They will all be worthless as it
will be poisoned (toxins in soil) and of no economic value. Will also devalue property prices.



Community

The community wasn'’t fully informed and then, when we demanded answers, were fobbed off
or misinformed. During the information sessions, council provided limited information.
Council has lied so many times; they can’t be trusted. What is the truth through entire process?
When was council first aware? The community should have been informed immediately this
decision was made.

The regional areas do not deserve to be poisoned when a city has failed to successfully
monitor its city planning. The courts decided that Sydney should not be poisoned. It is
unacceptable to put the region in harm's way, simply to placate Sydney. It is disgusting and
un-Australian.

Conclusion

The region directly in the Energy from Waste facilities’ path, is in real danger, we are under
threat. There is no country in the world with the incinerators, that have not been affected.
Copenhagen facility is frequently cited as the example. However, in the last 4-5 months it
has broken down several times. That isn’t good, the facility will kill us and the rest Australia
as the toxins won't just sit in this region. Even more insult to injury; it is not even an
Australian company investing in it. There will be no accountability when the problems occur,
as they will just start again somewhere else, destroying another country — no accountability
or care for human beings.

Over 6,000 people have signed a petition against this proposed facility. We don’t want it and
don’t want to poison anybody. Please, please investigate this. It is very scary.



