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Submission Opposing the Proposed Waste Incinerator — Parkes Shire
To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Blake Thompson. I’'m a fourth-generation farmer, born and raised right here
in Parkes. My family has been working this land for generations, and now I’m raising a
young family of my own with my wife and two small children in the very same
community | grew up in.

We are a working household, both of us employed, contributing to the local economy,
raising our children with the same rural values that built this region hard work, clean
living, and respect for the land.

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed waste incinerator project
in Parkes. Like many locals, | feel blindsided and extremely concerned by what is being
planned for our town and our future.

Health and Community Wellbeing

My greatest concern is for the health of my children and our wider community. The
long-term health risks associated with toxic air emissions and fine particulate matter
from incinerators are well known. Children, the elderly, and people with existing health
conditions will be most at risk and yet those are the very people this community is built
around.

We rely on rainwater tanks, clean air, and safe soil. Once pollution enters the
environment, it doesn't just disappear it stays, it settles, it spreads. How can | raise my
children here if | can’t trust the air they breathe or the water they drink?

Impact on Jobs and Local Economy

My wife and | both work, and we want to see Parkes thrive economically. But this
incinerator puts local jobs and livelihoods at risk not just in agriculture, but in tourism,
retail, health care, and small business.

Farmers are already under pressure. If the environment is damaged or even just
perceived to be polluted, our ability to sell crops, livestock, or land will suffer. Buyers
will look elsewhere. Reputational damage like this doesn't go away. Generational farms,
like mine, will lose their value and future security.

And what happens to tourism a growing part of our local economy? Who will want to
visit or invest in a town associated with industrial waste, air pollution, and toxic
transport routes?

Environmental and Infrastructure Concerns

This is a clean agricultural region not an industrial dumping ground. The risks to
farmland, waterways, native wildlife, and biodiversity are far too high.



And it’s not just the incinerator itself. We’re also concerned about the emissions and
noise pollution from the increased freight rail traffic transporting waste into the
region. How many tonnes of rubbish will be brought in? From where? And how often?
Who'’s the profits going to? Is local council getting anything out of this? The public
deserves clear answers to these questions.

Property Values and Liveability

If this project goes ahead, property values across the Parkes region will likely fall.
Who wants to buy or build next to a waste incinerator or near its transport corridors?
Families may begin to leave, and future growth in Parkes could stall completely.

We here because we believed Parkes had a future worth investing in safe, sustainable,
and community focused. But this incinerator does not fit with that vision. It feels more
like a backward step that benefits outside interests more than it does the people who

actually live here.

We are not anti-progress. We are not anti-development. But we are against reckless
development that puts our health, our land, and our children's future at risk.

Please do not sacrifice our region's clean reputation, productive farmland, and
community wellbeing for a project that Parkes never asked for and does not need.

Sincerely,

Blake Thompson
Fourth-generation farmer
Father of two

Parkes resident



