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Background 

My name is Courtney Westcott, I am 31 years old, a mother of 3 sons, a 
wife and a farmer. We are based 7kms from the small community of Peak 
Hill, within the Parkes Shire and approximately 41kms (as the crow flies) 
from the proposed Waste to Energy facility site in Parkes. As well as a 
similar distance to the proposed facility within the Narromine Shire.  

My husband & I are Primary Producers. We run a mixed farming operation, 
consisting of cropping (wheat, barley, oats, canola & lupins), as well as 
4000 head of Merino sheep and 200 head of Angus cattle. My husband is a 
4th generation farmer, and we hope one day our sons will make 5th 
generation farmers.  

We have been farming full-time for close to 10 years and in such a short 
time we have already experienced debilitating drought, devastating 
flooding and mice plagues. Albeit difficult times, we have made it through 
and rebuilt our business with a more sustainable approach to ease the 
burden should we experience those times again. However, we feel as 
though this seems as it was all for nothing as we are up against something 
that is out of our control and will have irreversible consequences. 

 

Concerns 

1. Health and Safety 

At the information night regarding the Parkes EfW facility, hosted by the 
Parkes Clean Future Alliance Committee, Chris Hanson gave an insight into 
the health impacts that the dioxins and furans released from these forms of 



technologies will have on human lives for generations to come. Mr Hanson 
referenced the correlation of the dioxins and furans released from an EfW 
facility and ‘Agent Orange’. This was used in the Vietnam war and caused 
birth defects to babies whose mothers had been exposed to the chemical. 
Those birth defects are still seen in babies born in Vietnam today. These 
dioxins and furans are known carcinogens and will contaminate our 
preciously clean air, water and soil. No amount of money is worth risking 
the health of our community. I fear for the future of my children and the 
next generation should such a facility be built in our shire.   

2. Agricultural Sector 

As of the 2016 census, the following products were produced in the Parkes 
Shire: 1.5 million sheep and lambs, 130,000 beef cattle, 461,000 tonnes of 
wheat, 704,000 tonnes of cereal grains. I fear how contamination of our 
exquisite farming land will affect the markets of the food and fibre 
produced in our region. Detection of toxins in our grain, lamb or beef could 
see markets close without warning. What is a Primary Production business 
if we cannot sell our produce?  

3. Economic and Property Risks 

I understand EfW facilities have standards they must meet which are set by 
the EPA. If a breach occurs, the company of the facility may receive a 
warning or a fine from the EPA and business will continue. However, the 
excess toxins that have been released cannot just be ‘cleaned up’, they 
have now contaminated our land. The EPA cannot guarantee that these 
facilities are 100% safe nor that these facilities will always adhere to laws. 
If contamination occurs, property values may fall beyond repair.  

4. Community consultation 

I am yet to come across or speak to someone who does not oppose EfW 
facilities. As of May 2025, over 3500 people had signed an online petition 
opposing the proposed facility in Parkes. In July 2025, over 600 people 
attended an information session set up by the Parkes Clean Future Alliance 
committee. This proves there are people in our community who do not 
want this facility, each for their own reasons. There has been a clear lack of 



consultation within our shire regarding this project, by both local council 
and state government. I feel as though our livelihoods are seen as not as 
worthy as those that live East of the blue mountains, as similar proposed 
facilities have not proceeded due to the risk to human health. What about 
us? Why are my children’s lives allowed to be exposed to such risk because 
of our geographical location?  

5. Burden on Regional Communities 

The city of Albury faced the issue of landfill space in 2010. As a community 
through various types of recycling, they were able to halve their landfill 
waste by 2020. This type of action needs to occur everywhere, not just in 
the city. Burning waste is not the solution to the landfill problem and it 
certainly is not a solution for regional communities to be burdened with the 
city’s waste. 

Conclusion 

I love living within the Parkes Shire and the community of Peak Hill, it is 
where I was born, grew up and have chosen to raise my family, it is our 
home and I do not agree with burning Sydney’s waste in my backyard.  

I sincerely and respectfully ask the Parliamentary Committee to 
acknowledge that people’s health and livelihoods in rural and regional 
communities matter just as much as those in metropolitan areas and to do 
this by rejecting ALL Energy from Waste facilities in NSW, particularly the 
project proposed in Parkes.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Courtney Westcott 


