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My name is Andrew Mclntyre, and | with my wife and children run a mixed farming
operation in the Parkes Shire. Our family are 5" and 6™ generation farmers in the Parkes

Shire. We strongly oppose the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste project as we believe

it will adversely impact our environment and health, including soils, air and water that

we rely on to run our business and that we and our children breath, drink and work in.

In making our objection, we make the following points:

1.

Energy from Waste facilities are banned in all areas of NSW except four locations
(Parkes, Goulburn, Lithgow and Tomago). We question why is this? If it were safe why
must/has the NSW Government prohibited these types of facilities in all places
except these four locations? It greatly concerns us that this ban does not include our
home shire and it also greatly disappoints us that some politicians in both State and
Federal parliaments have fought to have their regions excluded from these types of
facilities, yet are either silent or promote the facility being built in Parkes.

These facilities carry high risks and to date, we have not found any evidence that
they are 100% safe. Having said that, even if they could be made 100% safe, we have
no confidence that accidents or failures would not occur causing irreversible
damage. We reside near the Parkes Sewerage Treatment Plant, a facility that was
completed and commenced operations about eight years ago. We are aware of two
environmental failures at this plant, which Council self reported to the EPA. Both
these failures were discovered by members of the public, not Council as the
operator nor EPA as the regulator. Further, one failure occurred for years before we
reported it. The plantis now eight years old and is beginning to create an odour
beyond its boundaries. Our pointin raising this is that whilst treated water
discharging in our waterways and farmland is visible, and odours are detectable,
toxins and microplastics released into the atmosphere are not, yet they are far more
harmful and longer lasting. If the EPA and Council have needed community
members to report environmental breaches at the Parkes Sewerage Treament plant
that are seen, we do not have confidence that the EPA or the operator will be
capable of ensuring our community, farm land and environment are safe from this
facility — nor do we have confidence, as the plant ages, that its ability (if itis ever
able) to turn waste into energy safely will be maintained.

In closing the risks are real, the risks have not and cannot be 100% ameliorated and we
urge the NSW State Government to address the cause of the problem, being generation

of waste, instead of harming the lives, livelihoods and environment of this rural

community by proceeding with this project.

Yours Sincerely
Andrew Mclntyre
Parkes NSW



