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Submission Against the Proposed Energy from Waste Facility in Parkes 

Introduction 

My husband and I moved to our small farm near Forbes in 2016 to enjoy the rural lifestyle 

and clean country air. We are approximately 35 km in a direct route from the site of the 

proposed Parkes Energy from Waste facility. We rely on clean air, water, and soil to sustain 

our agricultural activities. I am deeply concerned about the potential impacts of this facility 

on our family, our farm, our community, and the region as a whole. 

Purpose of Submission 

I strongly object to the proposed Parkes Energy from Waste facility and wish to outline my 

concerns regarding its risks to agriculture, human health, and the environment. I also 

propose alternative, sustainable waste management solutions. My submission addresses 

several Terms of Reference, including health impacts, environmental risks, and the equity of 

the Infrastructure Plan and Regulation. 

Key Concerns 

1. Risks to Agriculture 

Parkes is a major food-producing region. Any contamination—real or perceived—could 

severely impact our ability to grow crops and raise livestock, threatening the livelihoods of 

farmers and the region’s agricultural economy. Even the perception of contamination can 

damage market confidence in our produce. 

2. Health Impacts 

I am deeply concerned about the long-term health effects of toxic emissions, such as dioxins 

and fine particles, on my family and the community. Numerous scientific studies have 

demonstrated that populations living near waste incinerators face increased risks of 

respiratory diseases, cardiovascular conditions, and certain cancers, including non-Hodgkin 

lymphoma and lung cancer. A recent systematic review found a slight increased risk for 

respiratory diseases and hospitalisations due to cardiovascular and respiratory conditions 

among those exposed to incinerator emissions (Bottini et al., 2025). 

Waste incinerators are also a source of highly toxic pollutants such as dioxins and fine 

particles. Dioxins are classified as human carcinogens and endocrine disruptors, and they 

can contaminate soil and water, posing risks to agriculture and those relying on rainwater 

tanks (Dearden, 2008; WHO, 2024). Australian research has identified significant 

associations between proximity to waste incinerators and increased rates of cancers, birth 

defects, and infant deaths. The evidence supports a precautionary approach and highlights 

the need for robust, independent monitoring of emissions (Tait et al., 2020). 



The lack of 24/7 monitoring of emissions is alarming, and the potential contamination of 

rainwater harvesting and soil could have devastating consequences for those of us who rely 

on tank water. 

3. Environmental Concerns 

Transporting waste over 500 kilometers to Parkes is neither sustainable, safe nor efficient. 

This project undermines efforts to reduce, reuse, and recycle waste, locking us into long-

term waste generation instead of promoting innovative, environmentally friendly solutions. 

4. Equity Issues 

It is totally unfair that regional NSW is being burdened with Sydney’s waste problems. The 

regulation that prohibits thermal Energy from Waste in most of NSW but allows it in Parkes 

and other regional areas is so inequitable and wrong. All communities deserve equal health 

protections. 

5. Lack of Consultation 

The Parkes community and the wider area which would be impacted by this facility has not 

been adequately consulted about this project. Decisions have been made without 

transparency, and local concerns have not been properly addressed.  

Recommendations and Requests 

Should the project sadly proceed, I would hope that the following conditions be imposed: 

- 24/7 independently monitored emissions data, made publicly accessible. 

- Guaranteed town water supply for all residents currently relying on tank water. 

- Establishment of a Compensation Trust for future claims. 

- Relocation of any nearby schools, childcare and aged care facilities. 

- Funding for mental health support services for affected residents. 

Conclusion 

I urge the Government to reject the proposed Energy from Waste facility in Parkes to 

protect the health, environment, and future of Regional NSW. Instead, I recommend 

investing in sustainable waste management solutions, such as waste reduction, reuse, and 

recycling initiatives, that do not pose risks to human health or the environment. 

Thank you for considering my submission. I hope my concerns and recommendations will 

contribute to a fair and sustainable decision for our amazing rural community and region. 

Sincerely, 

Robyn Favelle 
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