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To whom it may concern,  

 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to and grave concerns about the Energy from 

Waste (EfW) Facility proposed to be built in Parkes, NSW. I will be addressing some of the 

terms of reference in my discussion below.  

 

My name is Emma Baker, and I am a (nearly) lifelong resident of Parkes and am currently 

raising two small children here. Parkes is a beautiful town with a strong economy and close 

sense of community, and after being raised, educated and married here myself (and then going 

away for a couple of years), I have now returned with my young family to give them a wholesome 

future in a very nice rural community with lots of opportunities for education, employment, and 

recreation.  

 

However, since hearing about the pending EfW facility, I now think of my family’s future in 

Parkes with a sense of uncertainty and even dread. If this facility is approved, we would have to 

move away because I could not allow my children to grow up around such a dangerous facility. 

This would be a huge financial burden on us as we have just moved back to Parkes recently from 

interstate. But despite the financial hardship it would cause us to move again, I worry more 

about the impact the facility’s pollution will have on my children’s long-term health and 

development if we stayed, as the long-term consequences from this type of facility have not been 

thoroughly studied. Sadly, some people may wish to leave but will not be able to afford to - 

especially if their employment is affected by the collapse of the local economy once farmers and 

other local businesses see their livelihoods destroyed.  

 

I’m aware of many other local residents, including key community members such as teachers 

and tradespeople, who are going to leave Parkes if this facility is approved - with little hope of 

replacing them as Parkes will lose its appeal as a safe and healthy place to live (this will 

negatively affect both the local workforce, and also property value and tourism). Those of us who 

are left behind will face contaminated drinking water, compromised agricultural land, and poor 

quality air. In our rich agricultural community these impacts will be devastating, especially on 

our local farmers but also on the wider population. Parkes is a major food producer, providing 

wheat, canola, cattle, and sheep (to name a few) to Australian and international markets, and 

the toxic environmental impact of this incinerator would tank the agricultural sector of the local 

economy. Much of the land around the incinerator itself is occupied by farmers who rely on 

clean rain water for drinking, and whose livelihood depends on good quality soil and water for 

their crops and livestock, both of which will go through serious declines in quality from being in 

such close proximity to the EfW facility.  

 

The facility is also located within 5 kilometres of the Parkes Christian School, a co-educational 

K-12 school. My siblings and I attended this school and my mother still teaches there full-time, 

and one of its great advantages over other local schools was its location amongst farmland out of 

town - this has become a huge disadvantage as it is now the closest by far to the proposed 

building site for the incinerator. This means I and many other parents of young children now 

have great hesitation in sending our children there, considering its proximity to the source of 

toxic pollutants. Without any in-depth, long-term research, we have no idea what the impacts on 



our children will be if they spend 40 weeks a year, for up to 13 years, attending school at this 

location, or indeed anywhere in our town, being exposed on a daily basis to pollutants that 

scientists don’t fully understand the impacts of. Will their life expectancy be reduced? Will their 

fertility be impacted? Will they be at greater risk of chronic illness or disease? The Parkes 

Christian School’s population has been expanding rapidly in the last few years and they have 

invested a significant amount of money in upgrading their school grounds with several new 

buildings. It employs a large number of staff and educates around 400 students. Now the future 

of this school is uncertain too as parents begin to reconsider whether it is even safe to send their 

children there. As people move away from town, the school will struggle to maintain the 

numbers of staff and students, and all of the development that has gone into making this school 

a great place to learn will be overshadowed by the significant health hazards.  

 

I’m deeply concerned that my beautiful country town will become a dumping ground for 

Sydney’s waste when there are other viable solutions that are less expensive and destructive. We 

have so much room for improvement here in Australia when it comes to waste management and 

recycling - for one, we don’t sort our waste anywhere near as thoroughly as many other 

countries, meaning that lots of toxic waste gets mixed in with regular household rubbish, which 

is then going to be sent to a facility like this, for the fumes and pollutants from this toxic waste to 

then fall on my children and on otherwise fertile farmland, and get into their drinking water, 

and fill their lungs with polluted air too. I’m certain that there are better solutions to managing 

our waste than poisoning our farmland and harming future generations of people. We could 

start with expanding the number of categories for recycling (perhaps looking to the example of 

some European countries that further divide their recycling into glass, paper, and packaging) 

and implementing more effective strategies at keeping toxic waste such as batteries and paint 

out of kerbside bins. We have already seen great success with the 10c recycling program for 

bottles that was introduced in NSW a few years ago, which demonstrates that with the right 

facilities, incentives and awareness, the public is willing and able to participate in improved 

recycling practices. Further education about being less wasteful and the “Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle” principles would only serve to increase waste consciousness so that less waste is 

created in the first place, reducing the demand for waste-to-energy recovery facilities and easing 

the burden on local landfills. The issue is overproduction of waste - but the solution to this 

legitimate problem is not incineration.  

 

I also feel that we are being treated unequitably because these facilities have actually been 

banned in other areas, like Sydney - but for some reason have not been banned for our rural 

community. Surely the negative effects would impact any person in any area the same way, 

meaning that we are just as vulnerable as anyone to the dangers that caused these facilities to be 

banned in the rest of NSW and the ACT - but the residents of those other areas are protected 

from them and we are not. Many of the risks of these facilities are known and every citizen of 

NSW (and Australia) deserves equal protection from these hazards. Our community has not 

been properly consulted and not only are we concerned with the incinerator itself, but also with 

the lack of transparency from those involved in the decision-making process, which leads us to 

believe these decisions may not be in our best interests. I agree with the words of our Mayor Neil 

Westcott: “If EfW technology is safe then the NSW Government must demonstrate that safety 

transparently and scientifically. If it is not safe, it must be prohibited.” 



 

I also feel this project undermines the success of alternative solutions to managing waste, which 

could have the same impact of reducing landfill without the devastating health effects. Strangely 

this project parades under the guise of being environmentally friendly because it diverts landfill 

- yet even just the environmental impact of transporting the waste 500km from Sydney is a huge 

issue, let alone the actual incineration of the 600,000 tonnes of rubbish annually, which is 

obviously even more harmful than the transport alone. This is not truly an eco-friendly solution 

to our waste problem, and pretending that it is only distracts from effective and safe solutions 

that we could be exploring instead. This greenwashing is deceptive and again, the lack of 

transparency about the facts of this issue is a further concern to myself and my community. It’s 

very important to us that we are properly informed of all the risks and impacts - but so far we 

have not been afforded this privilege.  

 

I urge you to consider the strong opposition that the community is expressing to this project. I 

am encouraged to drive around my close-knit town and see large signs on many fences and 

stickers on many cars expressing opposition to the EfW facility. There are huge billboards 

around town as well. Awareness about the devastating impacts of this project on our town has 

spread through the community by dedicated and concerned locals, and we are all deeply worried 

- and determined to make ourselves heard. We are being caused great distress by the threat to 

our jobs, properties, health and lifestyles.  

 

Please reject this proposal and take action to protect the health and economy of Parkes. The EfW 

facility poses a massive risk to our community and we as citizens of Parkes urge you to 

investigate alternative waste management plans  - ones that won’t cripple our crucial 

agricultural industry and drive current and future residents away from town. The construction 

and operation of this facility would set a terrible precedent for the future of waste management 

in Australia - at the cost of our health, economy, and environment.  

 

Thank you for your consideration.  

 

Emma Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 




