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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste 

 

From: David Rogan – Parkes, NSW 

 

Thank you to the Committee for the opportunity to express my concerns regarding Energy-from-Waste 

(EfW) incineration. 

 

My name is David Rogan, and I have lived in Parkes my entire life. I am 77 years old, and I care deeply about 

the future of our town and what we are leaving behind for our children and grandchildren. I am writing to 

strongly oppose the proposed Energy-from-Waste project planned for the Parkes Special Activation 

Precinct. 

 

My greatest concern is for the health and safety of my grandchildren and what the future holds for them, 

compared to what life was like when I was growing up in Parkes. Back then, we enjoyed clean air, safe 

water, and a healthy environment. I fear that this project will permanently damage that way of life and 

place unnecessary risks on future generations. 

 

I am also a very keen fisherman, and I do not want to see the future of our fish, rivers, and dams 

contaminated by toxins and heavy metals from this facility. Once our waterways are polluted, there is no 

going back—the damage would be irreversible, and local recreation, tourism, and food safety would all 

suffer. 

 

I occasionally drive a taxi, and I am still surprised by how many people have no idea about this incinerator 

proposal or what it really means. Many of my passengers tell me, “They wouldn’t do that to us,” because 

they trust Parkes Shire Council and its councillors to protect the town. Sadly, that trust has been misplaced. 

I am disgusted by the actions of past and present councillors and the complete non-compliance with the 

standards and principles they are supposed to uphold. 

 

However, I want to applaud the few councillors who have had the courage to stand up for the welfare of 

the people of Parkes—those who have shown integrity and spoken out against this project. They deserve 

recognition and respect. 

 

I also want to thank Andrew Gee for exposing what was being quietly pushed through at Kandos, which 

mirrors exactly what is happening here in Parkes—a lack of transparency and attempts to push projects 

through without honest consultation. It clearly shows what government and councils are capable of when 

they think no one is watching. 

 

I am deeply concerned about the lack of transparency from Parkes Shire Council and the NSW Government. 

Important information about the incinerator, emissions, and testing has been withheld or hidden, and non-

conformance results have not been made public. This complete lack of openness destroys public 

confidence and raises serious questions about safety and accountability. 

 

This project also poses a major threat to our farmers and food producers. Parkes and the Central West are 

proud agricultural regions that depend on clean soil, air, and water. Once contamination occurs, there is no 



way to undo it—and no compensation will ever truly make up for the loss of market access or reputation 

for local farmers. 

 

Our community deserves honesty, proper consultation, and protection from environmental and health 

risks. This project was pushed ahead without proper community engagement, and the people of Parkes 

were denied a fair say in decisions that affect our lives and future. 

 

For these reasons, I strongly urge the Committee to recommend against the Energy-from-Waste proposal 

for Parkes. Once contamination is out in the environment, there is no going back. We owe it to future 

generations to protect their health, livelihoods, and the integrity of our land and water. 

 

Sincerely, 

David Rogan 

Parkes, NSW 


