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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste 

 

From: Wendy Nelson – Parkes, NSW 

 

Thank you to the Committee for the opportunity to express my concerns regarding Energy-from-Waste 

(EfW) incineration. 

 

My name is Wendy Nelson, and I have lived in Parkes for the past eight years. I am writing to strongly 

oppose the proposed Energy-from-Waste facility planned for the Parkes Special Activation Precinct. 

 

I recognise that Sydney has a significant waste problem, but that problem should not be forced upon 

regional communities like Parkes. Our town and surrounding districts should not become the dumping 

ground for metropolitan waste. 

 

I am deeply concerned about the health risks associated with these facilities. EfW incinerators have been 

proven to emit toxic pollutants, including dioxins and heavy metals, which can harm human health, 

animals, and the environment. There is not enough independent scientific evidence to guarantee that this 

facility would be safe, especially given its proximity to homes, schools, and farmland. 

 

I am also concerned about the impact on agriculture in the Parkes area. Any contamination from emissions 

could devalue farms and local produce, and threaten market access for our farmers. Parkes and the Central 

West are proud food-producing regions, and our reputation for clean, safe, high-quality food must be 

protected. 

 

Another major issue is the transportation of Sydney’s waste to Parkes by train. This process would come at 

an enormous financial and environmental cost, producing significant diesel emissions. I question how this 

aligns with the NSW Government’s commitment to Net Zero emissions. Transporting waste hundreds of 

kilometres across the state to burn it in a rural town is not sustainable or climate responsible. 

 

About three years ago, a relative of mine who lives in Sydney asked me, “What do the people of Parkes 

think about having an incinerator built there to burn Sydney’s rubbish?” They also told me that there was a 

site in Western Sydney originally proposed for an incinerator, but that the NSW Premier at the time 

rejected it on the grounds that it was unsafe for human health. 

 

If this technology is not considered safe for Sydney residents, then how can it possibly be considered safe 

for Parkes? If the incinerator were truly safe, it would have been built in Sydney, close to where the waste is 

produced. Doing so would also save the massive cost and emissions associated with freight transport, 

rather than burdening regional NSW. 

 

For these reasons, I urge the Committee to recommend against the Parkes Energy-from-Waste proposal. 

The health, safety, and wellbeing of regional communities must come before the convenience of city waste 

disposal. 

 

Sincerely, 

Wendy Nelson 


