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Submission to the Parliamentary Inquiry into Energy-from-Waste 

 

From:  – Parkes, NSW 

 

Thank you to the Committee for the opportunity to express my concerns regarding Energy-from-Waste 

(EfW) incineration. 

 

My name is , and I have lived in the Parkes area for 45 years. I am writing to strongly oppose 

the proposed Energy-from-Waste facility planned for the Parkes Special Activation Precinct. 

 

I recognise that Sydney has a major waste problem, but that problem should not be pushed onto regional 

communities like Parkes. Our town and its people should not be expected to carry the environmental 

burden of the city’s waste. 

 

I am deeply concerned about the health risks this project poses. EfW incinerators have been proven to emit 

toxic pollutants, including dioxins, furans, and heavy metals, which can affect air quality, soil, water, and 

human health. There is not enough independent scientific evidence to guarantee that this facility would be 

safe for nearby residents, schools, or farmland. 

 

As someone who has served in local government for 34 years, I find it extremely distressing that this 

proposal was kept quiet from the Parkes community for so long. I only became aware of it in March 2025, 

despite its major implications for our region’s health, environment, and economy. The lack of transparency 

and early consultation by Parkes Shire Council and the NSW Government is unacceptable and shows 

complete disregard for the people who live here. 

 

I am also concerned about the impact on agriculture in the Parkes district. Any contamination from 

incinerator emissions could devalue farmland and local produce and potentially restrict market access for 

farmers. Parkes and the Central West are clean, productive agricultural areas that play an important role in 

Australia’s food supply chain—this project puts that reputation at risk. 

 

The proposal to transport Sydney’s waste to Parkes by train raises further questions. The cost of freight 

alone would be enormous, and the diesel emissions from that transport completely undermine the NSW 

Government’s Net Zero goals. Moving rubbish hundreds of kilometres across the state to burn it in a rural 

area is neither sustainable nor logical. 

 

I have always believed that local government should act transparently and in the best interests of its 

community. Unfortunately, that has not been the case here. The way this project has been handled shows a 

serious breakdown of trust between council, government, and the people of Parkes. 

 

For the sake of our health, our environment, and the future of our farming community, I strongly urge the 

Committee to recommend that the Energy-from-Waste proposal for Parkes not proceed. Once the damage 

is done to our air, soil, and water, there will be no way to undo it. 

 

Sincerely, 

 




