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Objection to Proposed Parkes Energy-from-Waste Incinerator

To whom it may concern,

My name is Lisa Bicket. I am a fourth-generation farmer living to the north-northwest of the
proposed Parkes Energy-from-Waste incinerator. I am writing to formally and strongly object to this
project.

As a long-standing agricultural landholder and mother of two, my primary concerns include:

- Serious threat to farming viability and land integrity in an area where agriculture has sustained
families and local economies for generations. - Air pollution and community health risks, particularly
from ultra-fine particulates and toxic emissions that pose cumulative harm to vulnerable
populations. - Mental health and social stress caused by the prospect of living beside an
industrial-scale waste import facility. - The future wellbeing of my children and grandchildren, whose
safety and right to clean air, land, and water are not negotiable. - The circular economy being
undermined, with this incinerator locking our region into long-term waste burning instead of
reducing, reusing, and recycling. - Waste importation from other regions, effectively turning Parkes
into a dumping ground rather than supporting local sustainable development.

I speak not as a technical expert but as a mother, a farmer, and a custodian of land that my family
has cared for for over a century. The knowledge that toxic emissions – even at so-called "safe"
levels – can accumulate in soil, pastures, livestock and ultimately the food chain is deeply
distressing. The science is clear that ultra-fine particles and dioxins cannot simply be filtered out
once they enter the environment.

Farming in this region is already vulnerable to climate uncertainty, and now we are being told to
accept the burning of imported waste on our doorstep. The thought that waste from Sydney or
distant regions would be trucked past our homes – making Parkes a dumping ground – is an insult
to the people who have built and sustained this region through honest work.

The mental health strain this proposal places on families like mine is real. It is impossible to plan for
the future of our children and grandchildren under the threat that our land, air and livelihoods could
be degraded by a decision made far from our community. This is not just about pollution – it is about
stolen peace of mind and the slow erosion of trust in the systems that are meant to protect us.

A true circular economy does not burn valuable resources for energy; it reduces waste at the
source. Approving this incinerator would lock us into a backwards system that rewards
overconsumption instead of innovation.

There is also the undeniable risk of devaluation of farming land. No family investing their life into
agriculture should be forced to accept that their property’s worth — financially and generationally —
may be permanently damaged by proximity to an industrial waste burner. This is not speculative; it
is a well-recorded reality wherever incinerators are built.

The lack of genuine community consultation has been deeply disappointing. Many locals were
never formally informed in a way that was accessible or understandable. Decisions are being made
about our lives without our true participation.

Parkes already struggles with limited access to medical and mental health professionals. If health
harms emerge — whether physical or psychological — who will care for our community? We are
being asked to carry the risk without the support.

I must also state very clearly that I have no faith in the EPA to protect us. Time and time again,
regulatory “oversight” has come only after irreversible damage. We will not accept assurances that
history has already proven hollow.



To many of us, this project feels like pure greenwashing — a marketing exercise disguised as
sustainability, while in truth encouraging more waste, more pollution, and more environmental
harm.

For me and many others, this is not a technical objection.

I state clearly and without hesitation that I oppose and reject this proposal in full. It must not be
approved under any circumstances.

Our region will not be transformed into a waste import and incineration zone. Our farms, our
families, and our future are not collateral damage. We — the people who live here, who work this
land, who raise children and grandchildren in this community — deserve protection, not
exploitation.

I call on you to make the only responsible decision: reject the Parkes Energy-from-Waste
incinerator proposal now and permanently.

Sincerely,

Lisa Bicket


