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Objection to Proposed Parkes Energy-from-Waste Incinerator

To whom it may concern,

My name is Russell Bicket. I am a fifth-generation farmer, 25 years old, living to the north-northwest
of the proposed Parkes Energy-from-Waste incinerator. I am writing to formally object to this
project.

I speak as someone who plans to build my life and future here, on the land my family has cared for
for five generations. My concerns are based on both responsibility and common sense.

This incinerator threatens not just the health of the land, but the future viability of agriculture in this
region. If toxic emissions settle into our soil, pastures, and water systems, the damage will outlast
every approval document and every government term.

I cannot accept that Parkes — a region already stretched for water and located hundreds of
kilometres from major waste sources — is being positioned as a dumping and burning zone for
Sydney’s problems. A 1,000km diesel freight loop is not sustainability — it is exploitation. The mere
perception of contamination from an incinerator would instantly devalue agricultural land, even
before any physical damage — stripping multigenerational farmers of the equity they have spent
lifetimes building.

I refuse to inherit a future where land values drop, air quality is compromised, and regional mental
health is put under further strain by constant uncertainty about air quality, safety and long-term
impacts. Rural communities already live under pressure — and with limited access to specialised
health professionals or respiratory care, this project would compound that stress permanently and
leave us without adequate support when health impacts arise.

I reject the idea that burning waste is a “circular economy.” It is greenwashing.

Like my parents and grandparents, I will fight for the right to a clean and productive future here.
There has been zero meaningful or respectful community consultation — decisions are being made
over our heads, not with us. I have no confidence in the EPA to protect us — their track record has
not earned our trust.

I fully oppose and reject this proposal in its entirety. It must not be approved.

Sincerely,

Russell Bicket


