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To the Energy from Waste Inquiry committee. 

I thank you for the opportunity to submit my opposition to Energy from Waste Incinerator 

(EfWI) proposed for Parkes NSW. 

I have lived in the Parkes Shire all my life; I grew up on the family farm and worked in 

agriculture most of my working life and have been fortunate enough to purchase my own 

farm 12 years ago and my children wish to continue in the industry.   

I am deeply concerned on how an EfWI will impact our lives.  

It has been well documented that burning waste, especially plastics and PVC, can release 

toxic emission like dioxins, furans, mercury, and lead into the air. Exposure to these 

emissions has been linked to an increased risk of certain cancers, respiratory diseases and 

miscarriages to name a few. Although the proponents, Parkes Recovery, claim that this is 

the latest technology and the risks are low, there’s no guarantee that our health will not 

suffer. We owe to the next generations to have clean air, clean water and a healthy 

environment. 

As a farmer, how will the exposure to emission from an EfWI effect our environment, water 

and businesses? The possibility of farmland and water being contaminated with poisonous 

toxins and our produce having PFAS and POPS detected would be an economical disaster. 

It will not stop at our door, in the Parkes Shire, but have a flow on to all of NSW.  Agriculture 

and businesses that support farming, employee over 80,000 people in NSW, and all those 

jobs could be put at risk. To have a EfWI plonked in the middle of NSW where food is 

produced just doesn’t make sense. Again, there is no guarantee that contamination will not 

happen. Europe is already identified areas around EfWI as contamination sites. Do we want 

that in Australia? 

The NSW Government have stated that EfWI are potentially unsafe for the health and 

environment of Sydney and can only be operated in designated precincts, Parkes being one. 

Why is our health and environment not being protected? Why is the health and environment 

of future generations not a concern of the NSW Government? 

To conclude, I wish to say we are not a dumping ground for Sydney’s rubbish. Sydney needs 

to manage its own waste by playing a bigger role in reducing the amount of rubbish created, 

recycling and reusing. We need to learn the lessons from overseas. They are moving away 

from this technology. So I ask you to ban EfW Incineration in NSW.    

 

Yours sincerely 

Karen Ross 

 

 

 

 

 


