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To: The Select Committee on the Inquiry into Energy from Waste Technology 

Parliament of New South Wales 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to raise my concerns about the proposed Energy from Waste (EfW) 

incinerator in Parkes. 

My name is Lyn Kennedy, and I have lived in Parkes for the majority of my life, over 60 years. Living in 

Parkes has always given me a good feeling, and it’s where I’ve imagined spending the rest of my life in 

peace and safety. But everything could change if this incinerator goes ahead. 

 

I am strongly opposed to this proposal. My biggest concerns are for the health and mental wellbeing of our 

community, especially for my grandchildren and great-grandchildren. I am retired, but I worry deeply for 

the generations to come. My mental health has always been positive, but this proposal has left me feeling 

anxious and unsettled. “Worried” is an understatement. 

 

Here in the Parkes region, we are proud producers of high-grade grains and premium meat, food that feeds 

not only Australia but also the world. This incinerator would put all of that at serious risk through potential 

contamination. If our food bowl is contaminated, where will your food come from? 

 

Farmers could lose their livelihoods, their farms, and even their lives from the stress and uncertainty this 

project brings. These are not small concerns; they are life-changing impacts. 

 

We only first learned about this project in March 2025, when Parkes Shire Council called a public forum. 

That was the first time most of us had heard anything about it, yet it appears the project dates back to 

2017. How is that right? The land it is proposed for belonged to our former Mayor, and other surrounding 

properties he purchased are now part of what we know as the rail corridor. There was never any mention 

of an incinerator. It feels like the community has been left in the dark while major decisions were made 

without our knowledge or input. 

 

Our health and wellbeing matter. If this goes ahead, who will pay compensation when our homes lose value 

or when people’s health is affected? We deserve transparency and respect from those making these 

decisions. 

 

This incinerator would bring too many uncertainties and too many risks. Nothing good will come from it. I 

urge the committee to reject this proposal and protect the health, safety, and future of our Parkes 

community. 

 

Thank you for your time and for listening to my concerns. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Lyn Kennedy 

Parkes, NSW 


